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Addgess, 


Of the committee of the city of Neze-York, acting under the authority 
the general commiaice of correspondence of the state of’ New- 
rk, in support of the nomination of the hon. DE WITT CLIN- 

TON, to the presidency of the United States at the ensuing eicction. 


TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Fellow-Citizene,—The most important interests of the United 
Status are interwoven with the acis of their chief magistrate. 
Every eitizen has, therefore, a deep concern in the choice of that 
high officer, and an undeniable right to lay his reficetions on that 
subject, respectfully, but with treccdom, beiore te community, of 
which he is a member.—On that broad basis we might perhaps 
justify this address, and trast to the correctaess of the principles 
We tnaintaia, for vindication wich our countrymen ; but we are in- 
dueed to present ourselves by anotier, aud we think a sufficient 
eonsideravion. 

‘Phe state of New-York has, by an open nomination of a candi- 
date for the presidency, entered its formal protest against the prac- 
tice of congressional nominations. Convinced as we cre of the 
superior worth and qualifications of Mr. Clinton, we ><. also im- 

elled by the sincerest vspect to the federal constitution ; by our 
desife to preserve the soverciguty of the states, as guaranteed and 
marked out by that instrument; by arerard to the rights of the 
people and to the freedom of election, to maintain her in the staud 
she lias taken. 

The general committee of correspondence on the part of the 
state, have. appoiuited us a select committee to explain and vindicate 
the grounds on which the nomination has been made, and to aid in 
carryuig it into effect. We have accepted the trust, and shall per- 
form it at least with fidelity’. The fear of criticism and censure 
shail not overawe the sense of duty, wor silence the strong eunvic- 
tiousof our judgment. Our iuterests and obligations, whether as 
citizens of this state, or of this confederation, have, we know, a 
reciprocal relation ; and we cannot be true to the one, without 
diligently discharging the other. 

Nevertheless, we fee] muth restraint and embarrassment in thus 
appearing before the American nation; we are scusible of thc de- 
licacy of the undertaking, and enter upon it with diffidence and 
solicitudes. While most anxious toavoid blaue, and to o!vain con- 
sideration only through the purity of our motives, and the sound- 
ness of our oprmons, We anticipate harsh aniinadversious: we shall 
be held up to the scrupulous as rash, aud to the forme! as innova- 
tors: our appealto your tribunal will be stigmatized as presamp- 
tuous: our sincere persuasions on subjects of nationa) concern, 
wiil be imputed to unwortity utotives; will be treated with levity 
by some, and opposed with bitterness by many. 

“We are, however, convinced that these will be loudest in their 
invectives, Whose interests are engaged, or whose prejudices have 
been enlisted ageinst the cause we espouse, and in favor of the doe- 
trmes we conceive it our duty to dispute.—Dots the Mussulman 
who venerates the Koran, and bows before the crescent, abide the 
serutiny of the understanding, or weigh the force of argument, 
when he reviles the christian infidel that rejects the Mahometan 
faith? 

Free citizens of America, be not deceived by such as, wrapping 
theaseives up in the mantle of infallibility, disdain @ inquire after 
truth by the sober light of reason, or to learn wisdo ia ia the school 
of experieiice : distrust those who shrink tro investigation, because 
it is their interest to Maimtaiv prevailing tenets, alid to continue 

Misting practices ; examine national questions for yourselves: d:- 
cide upon them according to the counsel of your own unbjassed 
judg. nests. 

We have said that the state of New-York has entered its protcst 
against congressional nominations. La doing so. it has acted wiscly. 
The nomination of a candidate for the presidency of the United 
Stutes by anassoviation of memoers of congress, convened at the seat 
of government,is hostile to the sirit of the federal constitution, 
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dangcrous to the rights of the people, and tothe freedom of elections 


Whoever examines that constitution with attention, will perceive 
that the election of the president is intciided to be made, not by 
the people of the United States, in the sense in which they aay be 
said to choose the members of the house et representatives 5; but by 
the states comdosing the union, in tieir separate sovereign capacities, 
each state voting in the ratio of its population. 

The unbijassed exercise of this invaluable right of state sovereign- 
ty bas been guarded ip that instrument with jealous care. “ No 
senator or representative, Or person hoiding an office of trust or 
profit under the United States, sha!l be appointed anileetor.” Even 
a state, in delegating its oWn sovereign right, is restrained from’ 
confiding its power to any person comunected with the congress oi 
the general rovernment. 

Permit us now to ask, did this pointed exclusion of the individu- 
als composiig congress, or interested in the general gevernment, 
from participating in the election of president, mercly contemplaic 
the avoidingof corrupt influence? Even if that were its only ol 
Jct, no evasion of it should be tulerat.s! ; but we believe it further 
aud more particularly aimed, at oainwaitirg the aatharity and 
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tights of the individual states; and we are confirmed in the 
opuiion by observing that where the members of the house of re~. 
preseptatives are, from necessity, perniitted to interfere in the 
election, they are compelled to vote by states. The coustitntion 
thus, in every case, maintaining “the principle that the chief 
Magistrate is tube chosen by tie states, iu their separate, severeigm 
capacities. 

itis perfectly manifest, therefore, that those who compose a con-. 
gressionz) caucus are, except in one event, and that im the last 
extremity, exchided by the express words of the coustitution, fiom 
intermediing im the ‘election of 2 president. Can their attempt 
then ini the first Listance, to nominate the candidate iur that ofice, 
be consistent with its spirit? Who should nominate? Some among 
the states which enjoy the constitutional right to elect. Surely nove 
of those persons, whose interference is cautiously prohibited as 
teeming with danger, aid who are therefore made subject to an 
incapacity Imposed upon no other citizen : and yet, these prohibit- 
ed and disqualified characters, are to stand forth and designate the 
president with an authority so conclusive, that to differ from them 
and exercise an independent right, agreeabiy to the letter and 
spirit of the constitution, is stigmatized as nothing short of poiiti~ 
cal heresy | 

_ The very power possessed by congress of selecting among the 
different candidates, where a choice has failed through a division of 
the electoral votes, although it may be, and we believe has been the 
motive and ground-work of congressional nominations, ought in ail 
delicacy and fairness, to be an insuperabic bar agaiust them. The 
bias of that nomination is ¢rtain of influencing the result of that 
s‘lection. ‘The connection between a vosjnation origiuated 
through meinbers of congress, and an eventual choice by them 
coniormably thereto, is obvious aud has, we fear been contemplated. 
But is it consistent with the spirit of the constitution, or the prinei- 
ples of justice, that those should decide in the last appeal, who 
had made themselycs partizans in the first resort, and had con mite 
t-d themselves by previous engagemenis ? 

We are aware of the disti:ctions Pade by members of congresses 
When making those nominations, they affect to act in the capa- 
city only of private citizens. Is it possible that the good sense of 
the community can be deceived by such 9 shillow artifice? Ifin 
good faith they mean to act only as private citizens, let them do 
sv it their respective states, to which the righi of election, and the 
consequcat right cf nomination belong. There(if any where) their 
influence wouid be correctly exercised. But at the very seat of 
government, on forbidden grouud, that almost all the disquahiied 
persons inthe union should assemble, and designate a presidential 
jeandidate, seems to us something like au indecent infrigement of 
jthe rights of the states, and an open contempt of the provisions 
jof the constitution. If the members of the house of represetta- 
tives Were toassemble and point out to the presitent and senate, a 
foreign ambassader or a jude, would it pet be considered as Hone 
strous arrogance? How tien are we to characterize the aet of the 
sate men, and of the senate, who, notwitistandiay their persot.al 
disabilities, presume to nominate to the respective states, the officer 
Whom they are requircd to cheose? Suppose the two houses, by a 
concurrent resolution, recomizended a candidate for the chief ma- 
gisiracy, who would hesitate to say it was a violation of tie consti- 
tution: If then, such an uct-by them in the ferenoon, would be 
a violation, is net the very same act by the very same men in the 
afternoon, at least an evasion of the constitution? Are not the 
nischicfs to which we have already alluded, and those we are 
whout to suggest, as Likely to result from their vote in caucus, as 
jfroi their vote ju congress? indced, of two evils, let us choose the 
theast. If they are to intertire let them do itin such a way, as that 
their conduct may be faivdy cognizable by their constituents. Uf 
they must act, let them act at least wider their oficial responsibility 

If we are net mistaken, we have demunstrated thaia nomination 
to the presidency, by members of concress, is repugnant to the 
constitution ; we shall now vindicate that instrument, by shewing 

“itshall grow into Usage, will also be dangeruns 
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that the wensure, if 
to the rights of the p-ople, and to the purity aud freedom of clee- 
tion. * If itsball grow tnto usage :” anid has it pet alanly crown 
j inte usage? Is it net engratong itself upon our constitution, and 
| tequiring strereth after the manner of ail other sucerssfui usurpae 
i tious? Even now, acquiescence in the regilar nenination at Washe 
ington, is by many considerod as the touchstone of republicaiisme 
Vhe individuals, or the states that dave to exercise the rigiy of 
independent choice, are denounced as schismatics and tactionists 3 
and if alvcady au ianovation so recent. and so flagrant, be ealied 
the reguiar nomination, what will be its influence, shoald time aud 
repetition give it additional sauetion? Let the encroachments of 
constituted authorities, upon every free goverument that has been 
undermined, furnish the answer. Should the practice becawe ine 
vetcrate we do not hesitate to Say, that to fremulgate 7 nomenction 
wili beto decree the elections The congress will appoint Ge presi- 
dent, and the constitutional electors will be mere officers, to ress ste r 
its edicts. 

Would this chance im our system produce beneficial results ? 
At hestit would endancet the independence of the exectitive, by 
giving to congress av miluouoe over the mensares uf govurmmast 
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never contemplated by the constitution, and calculated to dimifish 
the responsibitity of the president, the people’s only security for 
his faithful eondiet in oftiee. The chiet magistrate of the union 
would owe his elevation and continauce in office to a junto o+ 
congressinen, and not to the nation. A sovereign right of the 
states would be absorbed in eongressional influence, or sacrificed to 
executive patronage ; andon inestimable control, provided by the 
constitution over the measures of the fderal administration, and 
vested ins the states, wonld be thus defiated and destroyed, But in 
truth, the general government would be made to depeid upon itself 
and upon its skill in gencrating a cabal p teal mtrizue, and 
mtrigueing through a cabal. 

If the heads of departments, with their clerks and the other pet- 
sons holdi-e offices of trust or prot under the United States, were 
to assemble in their individual capacities, at the capitol at Wash- 
ington, aud nominate a presidential candidate, would you not be 
disgustedand shocked ? and yet do you belic ve that they are passive 
spectators of a regular caucus nominction? Mark the danger at 
least, that on some future occasions. inen whese station and stund- 


jag, hay, whose very bread may depend upon the continuance of 


the same adininistration, will cultivate the opportunities of private 
friendship, of official intercourse, of familiar hospitality, of public 
maguificence 5 will bias the understanding, engaye the hearts, work 
upon the weakness, and perhaps tamper with the purity of your 
representatives, coliected as they will be m the very focus of ex- 
ecutive influence ; and having made them fitting instruments, will 
remain in the back ground, but in fact promulpate the noumnation 
of their own peevhar patron and protector, or perpeteste the suc- 
Cession, if not in the same family, at least in the same dynasty ! 

How far the germ of these evils is alvendy observable, we do not 
wish te enquire; but rather procced to indicate another danger 
which wouid grow out of this change of system,and become daily 
more imminent from the increasing importance of this country. 
As yet, we hope, no foreigu power has attempted to influence the 
Siections oi our chiet magistrate. The thing is impossible, so long 
asthe provisions of the constitution are observed in spirit as Well 
as letter. While the choice of that officer is in truth made by the 
states, no foreign agents cin approach thet oy bias their suffrages ; 
and thus a calainity that has harassed Poland, Venice, Genoa, the 
Papa} See, almost every other people having an elective executive, 
isefectually guardedagainst. But as we rise in the scale of nations, 
should we concenter the real clecturs (or at least those whose 
nomination is to be received as the first regular step to an election) 
m the ove place, and that to the residence of foreign ministers, 
whose diplomatic office it often is to conciliate and corrupt, can we 
be so foolish as to suppose, that the opportunity would be neglected 
by them of obtaining ahoid iu our councils, and a control over our 
govermment? 

These are our eonvictions respecting the unconstitutionality and 
dangers of our congressional no:ninations. Were we not restrained 
by respect for many of the individuals conecsncd in thew, we 
would expatiate on thein as a public offence ; and did we not hope 
that general reprobation would heneeforward abolish their use. 
we should urge their prohibition by law. Very ditivrent indeed 
is the noinination by individual states. Though not enjoined by 


chichy owing? Whyis Virginia in fluence,a bye-word in the eastemr 
states, while no one talks of South Carolia of Penusylvania iifa- 
ence? Weare not disposed to facilitate our suecess, by encouraging 
those jealousies agaist Virginia influence. ‘Mie best hitercsts of the 
union require that they should be esHayed; but we are convinced 
they never will cease, while the cause or pretext for thens remains. 
Virgniia herself, as she values the confederation, should abdicate 
a situation, which she cannot retain without wounding ube feelings 
ot her associates, and weakening their attachments for our umon. 

Another evil has resulted from the protracted goutimuaice of 
power in the same quarter. ‘The agricultural and conmmercial states 
are beginning to be arrayed agaist each othes, aud to foc) as it 
they were not connected by a common bond of mterests. Phe 
errors of this sentiment we disclaim ; but the practical merehaufs 
and farmers are prone, in every country, to regard cach ether as 
rivals; nor will ether party ever patiently sub.ncit to be long and 
exelusively governed by the other, or regulated by its peculiar 
views or tenets. ‘he population and resources of this state place 
it mm the first rank, while its local situation makes it ove of the fit 
depositories of power, untik the disteust and suspicions alluded to 
shailhave subsided, or the evils they complain of s'.ail be remedied, 
It is a middle state, net deeply tured with either northern or 
southern prejudices: It is eniwently Commercial, and mest ex- 
tensively aguicultural s it weuld be likely to hoid tie balance even, 
and tu conciliate the interests and good wishes of all. 

These considerations woukl be weighty, even in times of pro- 
found peace ; but the existence of a war furnishes e2nother and 
a most powerful argument. New-York is, indecd a middie, but 
she is alsu emphaticaily a frontier state. Whatever disasters may 
he produced by the war, she wili share the:n as a coimnion calaini- 


ity. and probably she will also feel them with peculiar severity, as 


inflicted on herscli. We do uot utter this im the spirit of queru- 
lous repining ; nature has placed usin the pest of Canger, aad our 
hearts and principles deter tine us to defend it as the post of 
honor. But if our borders are to be harrassed, and, peradventure, 
our territory invaded ; if our opulent and deii nceless capital seems 
to invite the foe, does not the welfare of the union at Jarge, re- 
quire that its resources should be directed to the protection of 
those exposed places, by a statesman to whom their wants are per- 
feetly known, and who wonld guard them with affectionate zeal ? 
If to this argument of general concern, we added somewhat of 
personal graiiication, should we do wrong? If we said—now that 
our fortitude is to be pecutiarly tried ; that our population is to be 
poured out; that our property may be laid waste 5 that our indi- 
vidual happiness is putat risque; we offer youa chief magistraia 
whose republican principles you cannot doubt; of whose compe- 
teney and talents to discharge the duties of that station, you are 
well convinced ; gratify us inhis election. He enjoys our utmost 











contidence ; he inh+rits the blood, the principles and firmuess of 
ithat hero, whom ourselves and our fathers long dehghted to honor 
f—who was the guide and guardian of his native state, when the 
same enemy desolated our lands aud burnt our towns; wihu was 
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roy appalled in its wonost ‘ifficuities, and whose valor and wis 


dom eninently coutributed to the ultimate triumph of America.— 


iIf we even urged a persuasive like this, is there an American 


the constitution, it is perfectly consistent with its principles, and | heart. susceptible of feeling or gratitude, that would repel our 


ean never produce any inconvenience but the number of candi- 
dates ; which would at least be accompanied with the advantage 


= ? 


There remains to us another subject, which we most reluctantly 


of affording a greater opportunity for judicious selection. ‘The! enter upon, and which we shall cudcavor to diseuss with candor 
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ment, why she should fora time, rctire from the con petition. 


sconvenience, however, 1s merely imaginary, and would never! and forbearance. We are not ene:mics to Mr. Madison, and should 
fave practical existence. Mutual forbearance, reciproeal inter-| regret exceedingly if we were considered as disparaging Iivrepu- 
course, and good understanding, would be established by the com-}tanon. Much as we esteem Mr. Clinton, and desivous as we are 
mon miterests. Circumstances Wouid almost always decide whics| of ris success, We should reject it, if it could only be aceomplish- 
state should nominate. The acknowledged celebrity or worth of led by villitying his competitor ; but the mcrits of the one do not 
sume promineut character; the propensity to rotation ; the por-| require to be set olf by censuring the other. Mr. Madison has 
tanée OF some members of the confideration, and other similar! passed through a life of hoor and public services, and has been 
considerations, would combine to indicate the state from which | already exaitcdl to the first office inthe union. His friends are de- 
the chief nagistrate, for aterm. shoukd be taken. If any one among isiruons of his enjoying it ior another term, and allege something 
thein should be perpetually urging pretentions and claiming supe- {like usage im the re-cleetion of his predecessors———It is true 
riorit:, or should seek to retain to itself a monopoly of bowers or) Washington.the idol of all parties, was so exalted 5 it is true Jeb 
power, the spirit of independence, equality, and participation in| f-rsou, the idel of the republicans, obtained the same distinction 5 
the other states, would check its pretensions and teach it modera-| but a magistrate may be very meritorious, without deserving the 
toi. lhonors conferred upon Washingtow and Jefferson. 
The state of New-York has now, for the first time, put forward! We are not aware of any advantage that can result by establish- 
its claim ; and exainjne, we request you, whether some considera- | ing the rule, that every president, who is net extremely disapprov- 
tious do not strongly mark the propriety of its giving the next! ed of shal! be reelected. The next step will be, that some favorite 
president to the union. pubiie servant,asa proof of our peculiar esteem, will be continiu- 
The state of Virginia has, for twenty out of the twenty-four | cd in office for three successive terms; and soon three times will 
years of our present government, chyoyed that honor; she seems | be the ordinary pericd ola president whom it 18 HOt iutended to 
desirous of possessing: ic for another teem, and perbaps for as many |disyrace: thus we shali inperceptibiy slide mate ad eleetior for 
more as the patience oi her sister states Wi permit. We cheerful-| life, and perhaps towards an hereditary succession. Eight years 
ly acknowledge the worth and scrvices of the magistrates she has are not an uncouunon length of time, as a reward for wicou mon 
produced ; nor do we doubt her competency to iuraish a brilliant! services: but there is no reason why they shoult become the ordi- 
suceession for Many years to come; bus may be permitted to sup-| navy tenure of office. Nevertheless, hed there been no sufficient- 
pest, that the patriotisra and wisdom of thi ‘unten are not entizely iy countervailing motives, and had the times h en more tranquil, 
confined withii her preeinets. If her pretensions be founded on | We shoutd not, perhaps, object to the re-cleetion of Mr. Madison, 
exclusive, or even superior talents, they are offensive ty her com-|il that honor were deemed necessary to til the Measure 0: his 
peers, aud we think unjust. Hf other states then, can furnish able! fame. But, much as we respect the feetirgs of that gentieman 
and intellirent chief mingistrates, there are reasons of no hight mo- | we cannot consent to offer the.n thet tribute uinlor eNoUbs careulne 
stances. ‘he present sitgatiion of our coun) ‘Xertes the deep- 
est anxiety, and renders the chowe of Ms torst pubac uffies r oad 
: : m- al office, {important aul interesting than ever. “Tins ehowe mvoives 1 a 
im the different stat: 8, ANG iN some proportion to dicir population fi ct a qrostion oF arimpurstratron, the appr intments ot heais 0 
or taportance, they would have given an additions! proot of their |departwrents, and (he insdtution of pring pics of policy ior Cone 
wisdomand forcsignt. Uf they had dene sv, we shou! wot now have | ducting our pubhe althivs, of the utmost corpsequcnce to tue 
o.casiou to allude to jealousies, the existence of which itis vain to| union. 
dens, however deeply they mhy be humentec. as gradually unde “4 lt isa sacred provision of our government, that the presid: nt 
mong the habitual atsacbin nt ofmany tor ourconfideration. We lis the responsible officer under the constitation. “The pr pugtive 
will abstain from enquiring into their justice ; itis unnecessary +} main or Hritan: cammot be applicd to Syn, that ne - ape lhe “al 
since to render theron dangerous to ou: prosperity, it is not essenual | wrong. He is answerable to the nation net orly for the peners 
that they should bi well fotnfed ; its: sulficient if uh yexist. ‘hey | sy stel OT vest ration, but alse for the prominent pul ie acts 
will im that ease equally rede in the hears. bias th understanding, | and onissions ef Lis seerctavics. — The ufferrsare to net under bis 
aud alienate the MseCUGL os whuever fects tiem, To What aye they idivectioy, and cunuet ke admitted to stand tm the sake capacity. 
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Perhaps if the origiial framers of our constitution. had inserted 
a provision for the practical restoration of the presidentis 
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with fie ministers of the king of England, interpesed between 
the chief maszistrate and the people, to bear the burden of public 
tensure, and sereea him from pulblie observation. A severe en- 
forcement of this esscnsial rule, which makes the president respon- 
sible tothe nation forthe acts of his seeretaries, has become indis- 
pensable fur the restoration of the republie to a healthy condi 
tion. 

‘The mode of conducting the war in which we are embarked, is 
mtimately an? essentinity conneeted with a satisfactory adjustment 
of our differcaces, with the best interests of our country,and with 
the honor of the Atmericau name. : 

‘The probability of its ul.ing piace gould not but have been anti- 
cipated ; the resources it wonid require. should have been mature- 
ly considered, and the means of providing them directed and ar- 
ranged ; the preparations to wage it with effeet ought to have 
bes: reasonably made. Have those things been done? We do not 
wish to enter jnto a minute detail, Uiat might present a disheart- 
ening picture to our country, but we are compelled to ask, where 
ore the marks of systelu and preparation? Our armies have enter- 
ed upon Military scrvice ; which of themis properly provided for 
the present, or when and where have arrangements been made 
for seeurnig te ii the necessary supplies for the future? We fear 
jt will not be found in the army under general Hull; we are 
sttre itis not in the foree collected to defend New York; vor that 
organizing on our Western border. Supplies for the first should 
have been furnished through the lakes, and colleetod before the 
British had notice of the wur: itis now impossible: and that the 
Tast iseven as vet provided with tents, is enturcly owing to the un- 
common and unrcmitted exertions of the governor of this state.— 
Indeed the very impossibility of furnishing our armies by the lakes, 
sin itself'a striking proof of incompetency or imattention. We 
think no administration, possessing cither furesight or vigor, would 
have omitted strengthening our naval force upon those extensive 
jniand waters, so as to ensure to us the naval superiority in them. 
‘he facility of doing this is nearly equal to its importance: and 
im time of war that superiority is of the last importenée to the U. 
States, particularly if an attack upon the Canadas be coutemplat- 

-ed; besides, the augmentation of eur naval force there, is not sub 
ject to the same objection frequently madc against a similar mea- 
sure in our Atlantic ports, that it would tend tuinvolve us in the 
maritiine conflicts of Europe. 

It is im Vain io say that these are the errors of the heads of 
departments. The just and sajutary rule of our constitution coin- 

fs us to place them to the account of our present executivee— 

he secretaries of the navy and of war, are bound to execute the 
orders given them by the presklent, on all naval and military af- 
fairs: either he directed the 1-ecessary preparations to be made, or 
he did not. If he directed them, he is responsible for continuing 
incapable men jn office : if he did not, the blame attaches per- 
sonally on hims: If. 

But whereiore this lingering preparation, and final inadequacy 


lic spirit of the country : objects of revenue were ted, off 
ous to the feelings of the citizen, and which, under similar ¢ireume 
stances, formerly oceasioned the reprebension of the very person 
who new revives them. It was not found expedient te adopt this 
plan; perhaps it was judged cunning to postpone it till after 
the presidential election. ‘The credit of the nation is therefore 
put to the test, by a call fora very large loan, without a specifica- 
ton of security, and impaired, by placing at the disposal of the 
alninistration, for instant expenditnye, and in order to avoid tré 
iminediate resort te direct taxes, monies appropriated to the sink- 
ing fund, for the purpose of buying unreceemed debt at a price 
under par. ‘Phis iujadicions use of that fund, heretofore held sa- 
ered by all administrations, cannot fail most injuriously to affect 
the credit of the otherioans at market. : 

The expences incident to our situation mnst, we know, be ine 
eurred, and we think that the administration have insulted the pa- 
triotism of the people, by declining to take the neressary steps for 
meeting them; but indced, considering the conduct hitherto pur- 
sued, we are seriously apprehensive Jestan immense public debt 
should be accumulated, without the attammment of any equivalent 
advantage. ‘The service of the next year may be expected to call 
for twenty millions, without having made any serious impression 
on the enemy, or any advance towards the favorable adjustment of 
our disputes. 

The nomination of De Witt Clinton for the presidency, by the 
state of New-York, proposes to the Union, as we firnaly beli ve, a 
relict from the evils of an inefficient administration, and of an in- 
adequately conducted war. His patriotic and inflexible principles 
guarantee a firm and unyielding maintenance of th sovereign 
rights of the United States. Nevertheless, } is not engaged 
through any effeet of foreign diplomacy, as to the controverted 
claims of the belligerents of Europe upon each other, in the new 
and outrageous species of hostility imtroduced into the present 
war. ‘ 

His qualities, as they have been proved by a long trial in publie 
life, assure us of an abic and upright conduct of our vational affairs. 
Froin his discernment, we infer an excellent selection of the best 
talents in the nation,to till the high stations of government, and 
aid the republic with their counsel and services. 

From his energy we anticipate vigor in war, and a determined 








character in the relatious of peace. We believe him to beytm this 
vespect, formed on tie model of his venerated uncle, whose decisiom 


‘of mind, coustancy aud firmness, were almost unequalied. 





His attacament to the commercial interests of the union, is found- 
ed upon an inti:nate acquaintance with their beneficial resuits, 
anda persuasion of the national advantage accruing from commer- 
cial pursuits. 

His administration would, we believe,aim at reviving the almost 
expiring commerce of the country, and extending to it a naval pro- 
tection proportioned to its value, and to the revenue poured by it 
into the national coilers. In fine, we belicve, that to maintain the 


of the means employed ia the contest our government has under-|richts of his country, would be his unalterable resolution ; to re- 
taken? Appropriations were made, in preceding sessions of con-| gain peace would be his study ; to retain it would be his desire; 
= tor the timely provision of munitions of war, im the appre-; and to restore the republic to health and prosperity, his highest 


ensjon that hostilitics would grow out of the infringements of our 
meutralrigbts Why has the application cf them been neg lected, 
till the conflict was at hand? Do not our raw recruits and vulnera- 
bie points in the most valuable and important quarters, declare 


that recourse has been had to hostilitics without a digesied system | 


either of defensive or offensive operations’? Neither advice of the 
declaration of war, nor instructions or orders were received by the 





commanding officer cf our squadron at New-York, till general 

ublicity afforded sufficient time for the enemy, most exposed wo 
fi. operations, to avoid attack aud elude pursuit. An opulent fleet 
ef merchantmen sailed from Jafmaic., exactly in time to have been 
easily intercepted, if the orders of government bad been pronipt 
and decisive: but they escaped capture by some negligent delay 
at Washington ; and we should even wish to know, was cumuio- 
dore Rodgers informed of that fieet by our government, or did he 
accidentally hear of it at sea? 

If this country be competent to carry on the war, and we are 
sure it is—if our exccutive sufficiently foresaw the approach of} 
hostilities, and informed themselves as to the best means of con- 
ducting them with effect, aud shortening their duration by a vir 
forous commencement, we should have expected to see, not ten or 
twelve handred men collecting in the vicinity ot Albany, but forces 
formed, organized aud disciplined; an aruy invading Nova Scotia 
to wrest trom England ior best naval station on our seas; another 
acting against the Canadus, and athird attaching the Floridas at 
the same Ume. 

How shall we characterise the uninterrupted permission to car- 
ry op trade with Spain and Portugal ? Is it a measure of clectioneer- 
ig policy, or a further proof of the absolute inefficiency that per- 
vades our councils? It unduubtedly afiurds to England the amplest 
micas of supplying her aranes wit provisions of every kind, of 
which they would otherwise be destitute ; and therefore gives the 
most etuctual aid and comfort to the enemy. Itis a trade which 
cannot be carried on under the American flag ; for that will ne- 
nessarily be exeluded by the superiority of the British power in 
the seas Uiat wash those coasts It may casily be carried on by 
British vessels, covered by subjects of Spain and Portugnl. It af 
fords thei to the foe, the sineaus of prolonging the war against us, 
and promotes the prosperity of British and fureiga tonnaze, to the 
ruin of our own ships aud merchants. Had the pari:ament of Eng- 
land legislated for us on this subject, from its policy, its wisdom, 
and its hatred to ovr shipping and trade, this arrangement inight, 
perhaps, have been expected ; proceeding from our own rulers, it 
seeins almost incomprehensible. 

Bui money has beeu aptiy called the sinews of war, and what 
systein of procurme it has been furnished by our present adininis- 
tration’ Whrere is the republican who is not astonished and con- 


a2inbitivt. 

We therefore earnestly recommend him to the support of the. 
other states, and (o the suffrages o: the eleetors for the next presi 
dent af the wanene 

WILLIAM W. GILBER °, 
MATTHIAS B. TALLMADSE, 
JOHN McKESSON, ; 
PRESERVED FISH, 
PIERRE C. VAN WYCK, 
GURDON 5S. MUMFORD, 
JACOB DE LA MON TAIGNE, 
BENJAMIN DE WITT, 
SILVANUS MILLER, 
‘THOMAS ADDIS EMMETT,} 
BuENJAMIN FERRIS, 
R. RIKER, 
ELBERT HERRING, 
P. WILSON, 
JOHN H. SICKLES, 
SAMUEL HARRIS. 

New-York, 17th August, 1812; 


East Florida. 


The following documents were confidentially commu 
nicated to Congress on the first of July last. The 
injunction of secrecy was afterwards taken of .— 
They have not yet been generally published, and 
afford much information as to the late events in 
those countries. 

From ihe Secretary of State to general Georve Mae 

the ws and colone! John VM‘ Kee, dated 
DzpantMestT or Stare, January 26, 1811. 
The presicent of the United States having appoint. 
ed you jointiy and severally commissioners for care 
ying into effect certain provisions of an act of cons 
rress (a copy of which is enclosed) relative to the 
n9rtion of the Floridas situated to the east of the ri- 
ver Perdida, you will repau’ to that quarier with alk 
possible expedition, coricealing from general observa. 











fouuded at the scheme of taxation proposed through the depart- 
ment oi the wcasury? It almost second intended todamp the paby 





tion the tryst committed to you with that Giscretion 
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which the dclieacy and importance of the undertak- 
ing require. 

Shouid you find governor Foik, or the loca} author?- 
ty existing there, incimed to sur, ‘ender jn. an amicable 
manner the possession of the remziming portion or 
portions of West Fiorida now held by. him in the 

ame of the Spanish monarchy, you are to accept, in 
behalf of the United States, the abdic ation of his, or 
of the other existing authority, and the jurisdiction 
of the country over ‘which it extends. And should | 





of the Perd:do, forming, at this time, the extent of 
governor Folk’s jurisdiction. 

If vou should, ‘under these instructions obtain pos. 
session of Mobile, vou will lose no trme im informing 
governor Claiborne thereof, with a request that he 
will without delay, take the necessary sieps for the 
occupation of the seme. 

All ordnance end military stores thet may be found 
in the territory must be held as the property of the 
‘Spanish government, to be accounted tor hereafter to 





=-—— 


& stipulation he insisted on for the re-delivery of the | the proper authority ; and vou will not fail to trans. 
eountry, ata future period, you may enguye for such |imit an inventory thereof to this department. 


re-detivery to the lawful sover cig. 


The debts clearl y clue from the Spanish government |tions you snonid necd 


to the people of the territory surrendered may, if in-. 
sisted on, be assumed within reasonable limits and | 


wander specified descripuons to be settied hereafier| States on that station, 


asa Claim againt Spain in an adjusiment of our af-, 
fuirswithher. You may also guarantee in the name! 
of the Uniied States, the confirmation of all such! 
titles to land as are ciearly sanctioned by Spanish! 


laws: and Spanish civil functionaries, where no spe-| 


@ial reasons muy require changes, are to be perm.tted | 


to remain in oilice, with the assurance of a continua-| 


tion of the pre vailing laws, with such alterations, 


If in the exeention of anv part of these instruc- 
the aid of a militar force, the 
same will be afforded you upon your ap pli cation to 
the commanding officer of the troops of the United 
y to the commending ofticer 

of the nearest port, in vives of orders which have 
‘been issued from the war de -partment.—-And in case 
vou should moreover need naval assistance, you will 


receive the same upon vour application ¢ 9 the naval 


commander in pursuance of orders from the navy 
department. 

From the treasury department will be issued the 
necessary instructions in relation to imposts and du- 


only as may be nec essarily required 3 in the new situ a-/ ties, and to the slave ships whose arrival is sppre- 


tion of the country. 

If it should be required, and be found necessary, 
fou 
for the transportation of the Spanish troops. 


ria 


Ihended. 
The president, relying upon your discretion, a= 


may agree to advance as above a rezsonable sum | thoris ‘es you to draw upon the collectors of Orleans 
land Suvannah for such sums as may be necessary te 


Tiuese directions are ad apted to one of the contin-;defray unavoidable expenses that may be incur ed im 


gencies 4 asad d im 
amicible surrender o 


4 Nii of congress 


Pari A ‘me ul it us 


¢ion of an existing design in eny foreign power to: 
occupy the country in question, you are to keep yours | 


* DOSSESS. ON of ‘a territory 'Orlea ins ¢ eat thousand dol liars 5, 
by the local ruling eine —But should the ar-:! 
contemplated by the statute, not be} 
made, and shouid there be room to entertain a susp: r=} Di tad letaile d account duly supported | by 


, numelr, the \the exce utions, not exceed: ng in your ar ifts on New- 


wart in your draf's om 
Savannah two thousand dollars, without. further eu- 
thority, of which expenses vou wiil hereafter exhi- 
satisfac tory 
pwouchers. 

Postscrrer—If governor Folk should unexpect- 


{ ‘ x 
sclyes on the alert, and on the ‘first undoubted mani-/ edly require and pero nac: ‘ously insist that the s: “> lis 


festation of the appros«ch of a force for thai purpose, 
you will exercise with promptness and vigor the pow oF 
ers with wh:ch you are invested by the president to| west 
lcuch demand, 


preocetpy by force the territory '» to the entire exclu- 


l:tion for the re-delivery of the territory, should Iso 
wedudle that portion of the country which j is sittiated 
of the river Perdide, you ere, in v.elding to 
only te use reneral words that may by 


sion of : nv armament that may be advaiuc ng to ta gi jimplies' ion com prehe nad that DO rtion of country — 


the posession of it. In this event vou will exercise 

sound discretion in epplving the powers given with |t 
respeci to debis, Uties to land, civil officers and the| 
continuation of * thie Spat nish laws; ; taking care to 


comuinit the govemnmen it on Ko point further than may ' 


be necessary. And siiould any Spanish military force 
remain within the < untry, afver the occupancy by 
the troops of the United States, you may, in such 
Cuse, aid j in their removai from the same. 

The universal toleration which the laws of the 
United Staies assures to every religious Dersvasion, | 

will NOt escni pe you 
ert of uninfor ined individuals, who may entertain 
fears on that head. 

The conduct you are to pursue in regard to East 
Florida, mist be regulated by the dictates of your 
own judy ments, on x Close vie w and accurate know- 
ledge of the precise state of things there, and of th: 
Spinish govertment, always recurring to the pre- 
seut instruction as the paramonnt rule of your pro- 
ceedings.—Should vou discover 
goverior of East Frorid:, or in the existing local an . 





os an aretument for quieting the | 





jbut, at the same time, you are expressly to prov: de, 
that such stipulation shall not in any Way impair or 
atfect the right or title of the United States to the 
ame. 


mee 


The Secretary of State te General Matthews. 
DevarTMentT OF Stars, April 4, 1812. 

Srr—I cori a d the honor to receive vour letier ot 
the 14th rch, and bine now to communicate 
to you the sent:ments of the Pres:dent, on the very 
interesti ing subject to which it reiates. 

I 2m sorry to have to, state that the measures 

which vou : ppezr to have adop' ed for obt: aling? pos- 
session of Amelia Island and other paris of Easi Flo- 
“e are not authorised by the law of the United 
States, or the instructions founded on it, under which 
vou have acted, 

You are authorised by the law, a copy of which was 
communicated to vou, and by vour instructions which 


ran inclination in the ‘ restricthy conformable to it, to take posse ssionot East 


| Fiori ida , only in case One of the foliown 1z continger- 


tho; ity > amic bly to Sth eel ywier that pr ov ince into 7 i he ic! ‘eS S hould} ii. pp en °: eit eT i 4 hat t the. gov €] yor or other 


posses sion ae the United State 8, you are to accept it 
on the same terms that are prescribed bv these in- 

aeuctioha 3 mvrelation to West Florida. And in cace 
gf the actual appearance of any attempt to take pos- 
SeSsiGn bv a foreign power, you will pursue the same 
effective measures for the occupation of the territory 
and for the exclusion of the fore; ign force, as you are 


diract ted to perstg vi i respect to ilag country cast 


jexisting loc: al aitthority should be disposed to place 
it amic abhi gn the hi nds of the United States, or that 
an: tiempt should he made to take possession of it by 
a foreign power. Should the first contingency heppen, 
it would foliow that the arranerement being amicable, 
woukl require no force on the part of the 1 United 
it? ito effect. Te was only incase of an 


Sinites to ¢ arr 





avicinpt to take it | by a foie gh pewer that force ccusd. 
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be necessary, in which event only were you authoris- 
ed toavail yourself of it. 

In neither of these contingencies was it the policy 
of the law, or purpose of the exe cutive, to wrest the 


with a view to prevent its falling into the hands of; 
any foreign power, and to hold that piedge under the 
existing peculiarity of the c:recumstances of the Spa- 
nosh monarehy, fora just resuft in an amicable ne- 
gocivtion with Spain. 

lind the United States been disposed to proceed 
otherwise, that mtention would have been manifest- 
ed by a ch mge ‘inthe iaw, vnd sutabie measures to 
carry it intoeti¢ct. Andas it was in their power to 
take possession whenever they might think that cir- 
eunstaaces author:sed and required it, 1t would be 
the more to be regretted, if possession should be ef- 
fecied by any means irregular in themselves, and 
subjecting the government of the United States to 
unimerited censure. ’ 

The vews of the executive respecting Fast Flori- 
da, are further diustreted by your mstructions as to 
West Florida. Although the United States have 
thought that they had a good titie-to the latter pro- 
vince, thev did not take possession until after the 
Spanish authority hed been subverted by a revolution- 
ary proceeding, and the contingency of the country 
being thrown into foreign hands, had forced it- 
self mto view. Nor did they then, nor have they 
since dispossessed the Sp.nish troops of the post 
which they occupied. Uf they did not think proper 
to tike possession by force, of aprovince, to whch 
thev thought they were justly entitled, itcould not 
be presumed that they should intend to act different- 
ly, in respect to one to whici they had not such a 
elxim. 


et? 


ai ha 


| 


province forcibly irom Spain; but only to occupy it!to the state of Georgia. He is the more coniiden 


voke the powers heretofore cemmitted te general 

Matthews, and to commit them to you. The presi-_ 
dent is persuaded that you will not hesitate to under- 

take a trust so important to the nation and peculiarly 

tin 

this belief, fom the consideration that these new du- 

ties may be discharged without interfering, as he pre 

sumes, with those of the station which you now 

hold. 

By the actof the 15:h of January, one thousand 
eight hundred and eleven, you will observe that it 
was not contemplated to take possession of East 
Kloridi, or of any part thereof, unless it should be 
sizrendered to the United States, amicably, by the 
governor or other local authority of the piovince, or 
against an attempt to take possession of it by a fo« 
reign power; and you willa!so see that generai Mat- 
thews’ instructions, of which » copy is likewise ens 
closed, correspond fully with the law. 

By the documents in possession of the government 
it appears that neither of these contingenc:es have 
hiappened, that instead of an amicable surrender by 
the governor or the locsl authority, the troops of the 
United States have been used to dispossess the Spz- 
nish authority by force. I forbear to dwell on the 
details of this transaction, because it is painful to re- 
cite them. By the letter to general Matthews, which 
is enclosed open for your perusal, you will fully com- 
prevend the views of the government respecting the 
ixte transaction, and by the law, the former mstruc- 
tions to the general and the letter now forwarded,vou 
wil be made acqueinted with the course of conduct 
wiich it is expected of you to pursve in future, in 
discharging the duties heretofore enjoined on him. 


or 


ae 


It is the desire of the president that you shou! 
turn vour attention and direct your efforts, in the 





I may add, that althourh due sensibility has been 
always felt for the injuries winch were received from 
the Spanish sovernment in ihe last war, the preseni 
situxtion of Spain has been a motive for a moderate 
and pacific policy towards her. 

In communicating to you these sentiments of the 
executive on the mesures you have lately adopted 
for taking possession of “ast Florida, I add with 
pleasure that the utmost confidence is ceposed jn your 
inte rvity and zeal to promoie the weifare of vour 
country. To :hat zeal the error into which you have 
fallea, is imputed. But in cous.deration of the part 
which vou have taken, which diiiers so essentially 
from that contemplated and authorised by the go- 
vernment, and contradicts so entively the principles 
on which it h.s uniformly and sincerely acted, you 
w.li be sensible of the necessity of discontinuing the 
service in which you have been employed. 

You will, therefore, consider your powers as re- 
voked on the receipt of thisletter. The new duties 
to be nerformed will be transferred to the governor 
of Georgia, to whom instructions wll be given on 
2il the circumstances to which it may be proper, at 
the present juncture, to call his attention. 

I have ‘he honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your 
ebedient servant. 


General Matthews, Esc. 


etre & 





The Secretary of State to D. B. Mitchell, the gover- 
nor of Georvia. 
DerantTmMent or Strate, April 10, 1812. 


Str—ThesPresident is desirous of availing the pub- 
lic of your services, in a concern of much delicacs 
and of high importance to the United States. Cir- 


cumstances with which you are in some degree | 


acquainted, but which will be fully explained by 


the enclosed papers, have made it necessary te ré-!resting p 


frst instence, to a restoration of that state of things | 
| in the province, which existed before the late transac 

jtons. The executive considers it proper to restore 

|back to the Spanish authorities Amelia island, and 
isuch other parts, if any, of East Florida, as may have 
‘thus been taken from them. With this view, it will 
be necessary for vou to communicate directly with the 
| governor or principal officer of Spain in that province, 
‘and to actin harmony with him in theattsinment of 
(it. Itis presumed that the arrangement will be easi- 
ily end amicably made between you. Tenclose you sa 


rQ 


~_—_ 


it 
order frcem the secretary at war to the command r 
lof the troops of the United States to evacuate the 
‘country, when requested so to do by you, and to pay 
ithe same respect to vour orders, as he hid been in 


! 
structed to do to that of general M.tthews. 


In restoring to the Spanish authorities Amelia is!- 
pand and such other parts of East Florida as may have 
i been taken possession of in the name of the United 
States, there is another object to which vour particn- 
‘lar attention will be due. In the measures late'y 
\adopted by general Matthews to tuke possession of 
that territory, it is probable that much reliance has 
been placed by the people who ected in it, on the 
countenance and support of the United States. It 
will be improper to expose these people, to the re- 
sentment of the Spenish authorities. It is not to be 
presumed that those authorities, in reeminine nossess 
sion of the territory inthis amicable mode from the 
United States, will be disposed to indulge any such 
feeling towards them. You will, however, come te 
a full understanding with the Spanish governor on 
)this subject, and not fai’ to obtain from him the most 
exolicit and satisfactory assurance respecting it.— 

sf this assurance you will duly apprise the parties 
mterested, and of the confidence which you repose in 
lit, It is hoped that on this delicate and verv. inte- 
oint, the Spanish governor will avail himself” 
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ef the opportunity it presents to evince the friendly 
disposition of his government towards the United 
States. 

There is one other remaining circumstance, only, 
to which I wish to call your attention, and that re- 
lates to general Matthews himself. His gallant and 
meritorious services in-qur revolution, and patriotic 
conduct since, have always been held in high estima- 
qion by our government, His cede mn this instance 
are imputed rock hong to his zeal, to promote the 
welfare of his country; but thev are of a nature to 
Impose on the eovernment the necessity of the mee- 
sures now taken, in giving effect to which, you will 

oubticss feel a disposition to consult, as fur as may 

e, his personal sensibility. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES MONROE. 


P. S—Shou!d you find it impracticable to execute 
the duties designated in the above requests, you will 
be so goad as to e mploy some respectabie character 
to represent you in it, to whom you are authorised to 
allow a similar compe nsation, It is hoped, however, 
that you may be able to attend to it in person, for 
reasons which I need not enter into. The expence 
to which you may be exposed, will be promptly 
paid to your draft on this department. 





The Secretary of State to D. B. Mitchell, governor of 


Georgia. 
DeragTMENT OF stTatTR, May 27, 1812. 


Srr,—I have had the honor to receive your letter of 
the and instant, from St. Marv’s, where you had ar- 
rived in discharge of the trust reposed in you by the 
president, in relation to East Fiorida. 


My letter by Mr. Isaacs, has, I presume, substan- 
tially answered the most important of the queries 
submitted in your letter; but I will give to each a 
more distinct answer, 

By the law, of which a copy was forwarded to you, 
it is made the duty of the president to prevent the 
occupation of East Florida, by any foreign power.— 
It follows that you are authorised to consider the en- 
trance, or attempt to enter, especially under existing 
circumstances, of British troops of any description, 
as the case contemplated by law, and to use the pro- 
per means to defeat it, 

An instruction will be immediately forwarded to 
the commander of the naval force of the U. States, in 
the neighborhood of Fast Fiorida, to give you any 
assistance, in case af emeryency,w hich you may think 
mecessury, and require. 

It is not expected, if you find it proper to with- 
draw the troops, that you should interfere to compel 
the patriois to surrender the country, or any part of 
it, to the Spanish authorrues. The United States are 
responsibic for their own conduct only, not for that 

f the inhabitants of East Florida, Indced, in con- 
sequence of the compromitant, of the United States 
to the inhabitants, you have already been instructed 
not to withdraw the troops, unless you find that it 
may be done consistently with their safety, and to 
report to the government the result of your conferen- 
¢es with the Spanish authorities, with your opinion 
of their views, holding in the mean time the ground 
occupied, 

In the present state of our affairs with Great Bri- 
tain, the course above pointed out is the more e justifi- 


able and proper. 


I have the honor to be, &e. 


JAMES 


MONROE. 


{Siened) 


General Assembly of Connecticut. 


REPORT 
Of the General Assembly of Connecticut. 


AT THEIR SPECIAL SESSION, AUGYST 25, 1812, 
On that part of his exceliency the governors speech, 

which relates to his correspondence w th the secre- 

tary of war, Ce. 

The committee appointed to take into considera 
tion, that part of his execllency the governor’s mes- 
sege which relates to his correspondence with the 
secretary of war and major-general Dearborn, re- 
spectfully report : 

That their attention has been devoted to the im. 
portant subject comm itt ed to them, with all 
care and deliberation which its magnitude demands, 
and which his excel ene the rovernor solicits, to 
the end that “ifcny errors have been committed, 
they may at this time be corrected.” 

The committee consider it us of the highest im- 
portance, that no ground should be tsken, on thi 
subject, but that which j is strictly consiitutional, oe 
that, bei ‘ing taken, it should be maintained at every 
hazard. 

The documents and correspondence which are the 
subject of consideration being already in the hands 
of every member of the legisiature, it becomes un 
necessary to state their contents. The committee 
would refer to those documents.—Under a law au- 
thorising a detachment of militia to,be called inte 
the service of the United Siates, “in all ihe exigen- 
cies provided by the constitution.” the quota of this 
state has been demanded “ to repel invasion.” Inva- 
sion is the only exigeu¢y which is ciaimed to have 
occurred ; and the only evidence of invasion, which 
bas been furnished, or which is pretended to exist, Is 
to be found in the letter of the secretsry of war, to 
his honor leutenant governor Sinith, di tted July 14, 
1812; unless indeed, it is to be found in the evidence 
there referred to, viz. the declaration of war against 
Great Britain, which had prior to that time, been 
officially communicated to his excellency the gover- 
nor. This appears to be the sole evidence relied up- 
on to justify the demand of the militia; and the se- 
cretary of war, appears, by his letter above referred 
to, to be surprised that any other evidence should 
be required. 

From this letter, as well as from the whole pro- 
ceedings which have taken place, it is very apparent, 
that the claim set up by tie administration of the 
government of the United States, is, that when a war 
|has been declared to exist, between this and any 1 

jreign country, the militia of the several states are 
liable to be demanded, | »v the administration of the 
rovernment of the United States, to be called into 


ithe service of the United States, to enter their forts, 


and there remain, upon the presumption, that the 
enemy mc invade the place or places, which they are 
ordered to garrison and defend. And that for this 
purpose, they may be ordered to any part of the Unit- 
ed States ; for it will be remarked that no pretension 
is set up, that any more, or greatcy danger of invasi- 
on exists at New-London or New-Haven, than exists 
in any other place on the sea-coast. 

It is true, that the secretary of war, after express- 
ing his surprise that any other evidence should be re- 
quired of imminent danger of invasion, after the de- 
claration of war had been promulgated and offcis!ly 
communicated, does say, “that [I am instructed by 
“the president to state to you that such danger 
actually exists.” No place is pointed out, as in 
more dinger of such invasion than any other. It all 
rests upon the danger apprehended, from the siaie of 
Ware 
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¥f this claim is well founded, it will follow that: 





tions and repel invasions,” is- granted to the general 


there is no constitutional objection to the militia re-|~overnment. All other power over them is reserved 
maining m the service of the United States, during!to the states. And io add to their security, on the all 


the continuance of the war. For, although the aci| 
of congress under which they are now called to serve, 
limits the period of service to six menths, yet by the’ 
constitution, the United States have surely a right to) 
the services of the militia, during the existence of! 
the invasion, until it is efiectually repelled. Upon 
the principle, that a state of War neccssarily implies, 
a state of invasion, or that imminent danger of inva-| 
sion which the militia are obliged to meet and repel, 
congress may pass a law, by which their services shall} 
be required during the continuance of tle invasion, 
or in other words, during the continuance of war. 


The war, in which this couatry is now unhappily! 


engaged, has been declared by cur own governmeni. 
Not because the country is invaded, or threatened 
With invasion, but to seek redress and indemnifica- 
tion for injuries and wrongs of which we complain, 
by invasion and conquest of the territories of the enc- 
mv. Itisnot a defensive, but efensive war. 

At the time when the demsid was made for the 
militia, the war had been recently declared ; it was 
not theneven Known to the nation against which it 
was declared. The invasion then existing, or cause 
of invasion then expected, must be presumed to last 
as long us the war shall last. It may be presumed to 
increase. Invasion of the terrrtory of the enemy may 
be expected, when known to produce retaliation. If 
then the militia can be constitutionally required, to 
mun the garrison of the United Staves, they may con- 
tinue to be so required, as long as the danger conti- 
nues to exist; and to become, for all the purpos¢<s of| 
carrying on the war, within the United States, stand-| 
ing troops of the United States. And a declaration 
of war made by the admmiustration of the government 
of the United States, end amounced to the governors 
of the states, will substantially convert the militia of 
the states into such troops. Before it 1s agreed that 
the states have ceded such a power to the United 
Stxtes, the question ought to be examined with much 
attention. 

On the fullest deliberation, your committee are 
not able to discover, that the constitution of the 
United States justifies this claim. 

The people of this state were among the first to 
adopt that constitution—They have been among the 
most prompt to satisfy all its lawful demands, and 
to give facility to its fau operations—they have en- 
joyed the benefits resuliing from the union of the 
states ; they have loved, and still leve, and cherish 
that union, and will deeply regret, if any events shall 
occur to alienate their ailection from it. They have 
adeep interest in its preservation, and are still dis- 
posed to yicld a willing and prompt obedience to all 
the legitimate requirements of the constitution of 
the United States. 

But it must not be forgotten, that the state of 
Connecticut is a FRER, SOVEREIGN and INDEPENDENT 
state; that the United States are a confederacy of 
states; that we are 2 confederated and not a conso- 
lidated republic.—The governor of this state is un- 
der a high and solemn obligution, “ to maintain the 
lawful rights and privileges thereof, as @ sovereign, 


. 
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- 


miporiant subiect of their militia, the power of ap- 
poiniing their officers is cxf ess’y reserved. If then 
the adinutisuration of the general goverument ce- 
mand the militia, when neither of the exigenrcics 
provuled for by the constitulien have occurred, or to 
be used fr purposes not contemplated by that instru- 
inent, ic would be not only the heighth of injustice to 
the militia, to be ordered into the service of the Unit- 
ed States, to do such duty, but a-violation of the 
constitution and laws of this state, and of the United 
States. Gnce empioved in the service of the United 
Stuies, the militia would become sul-ject to the arti- 
cles of war, «nd exposed to be punished with desth, 
if they should leave a.service, which hy the coi:sti- 
tution of their country, they are not bound to per- 
tO7rly. 

Fiom an attentive consideration of the constitu- 

tion and laws of the United States, it 1s evident to 
‘he committee, that the militia of the several states 
ure to be employed by the United States, for the pur- 
pose only ot performing special services, in cases 
where no other military force could be conveniently 
had or properly exercised ; and when those services 
are performed, they are to return to their several 
homes. ‘Tl:c committee cannot believe, that it wes 
ever intended that they should be liable, on demand 
of the president upon the governor of the state, to be 
ordered into the service of the United States, to ss- 
sist in carrying on an offensive war. They can only 
be so employed, under «n act of the legislature of the 
state, authorising it. On the expediency of passing 
such a law, or adopting any measures which the war 
may render necessary, the committee do not consider 
it is as within their commission to decide. 
t congress, or the president of the United States 
shall apply to this state, to furnish troops to assist in 
carrying on the war, the request will doubtless meet 
with the attention which it will merit. 

‘The comiittee will only take the liberty to remark, 
that, should the mammerin which the war is waged 
or prosecuted, induce the enemy to retaliate, by an 
actual invasion of any portion of our territory, or 
should we be threatened with invasion, or attack 
from any enemies, the militia will always be prompt 
and zealous to defend their country. 

‘The government of this state, as it ever has been, 
so it will continue to be, ready to comply with all con- 
stituticnal requisitions of the general government. 
Faithful to itself and posterity, it will be faithful to 
the United States. 

‘The committee, on a full view and deliberate con- 
sideration of the subject referred to them, are of 
opinion, that the conduct of his excellency the go- 
vernor, regarding the same, has beers regulated by a 
strict regard to the rights and interests of this state 
and the militia thereof, as well as to the constitution 
of the United States, and ought to be approved ; for 
which,the committee have prepared a resolve, which 
is herewith presented. : 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
Gencral Assembly, special session, 

August, 1812. 
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free and independent state,” ashe is “to suppori the 
constitution of the United States,” and the obligation 
to support the latter, imposes an additional obliga- 
tion to support the former. The bu:lding cannot 
stand, if the p#llars upon which it rests, are impaired 
or destroyed. The same constitution, which dele- 
gates powers to the general government, inhibits the 
exercise of powers, not delegated, and reserves those 

owers to the states respeciively. ‘The power to use 


| (Signed per order) CALVIN GODDARR. 


In the house of representatives, the foregoing re- 
port is accepted and approved. 
Attest, CHARLES DENISON, Clerk. 
Concurred in the upper house. 
Attest, THOMAS DAY, Secretary. 


Resolved, That the conduct of his excellency the 
governor, in refusing to order the militia of this state 





the militia “ to execute the laws, suppress insurrec-! into the service of the United Siutes, on the regui- 
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sition of the seerctary of war and m: jor-general 
Deurborn, mects with the entire approbation of this 
as-cembly, 
General Assembly special session, 

Auyvust, 1812, 
Pissed in the House of Representatives. 


Aciest, CHARLES DENISON, Clerk. 
Roncurred in the Upper House. 
Attest, THOMAS DAY, Secretary. 


BECLARATION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 
.. At their special session, ug. 25, 1812. 

“Fhe legislature of the state of Connecticut, con- 

vened to consult the welfiure, and provide for the de- 

ence of the state, at this interesting and eventiul 
period, avail themselves of the opportunity thus af- 
forded to declare and resolve, 

That while some ‘of their sister states offer assue 
vances of their unqualified approbation of the mea- 
sures of the general government, in respect to our 
forcign relations, we confidently trust that the mo- 
tives which induence us to declare what we believe io 
be the deliberate and solemn sense of the people of 
this state, on the question of the war will be justly 
appreejuted., : 

fhe peopte of this state view the war as unneces- 
gary, 

Without pretending to an exclusive or superior 
love of country to what is common to their feilow- 
¢itizens, or ariog:.ting a pre-eminence im those vir- 

ues which adorn our history, thev vield to none in 
attachment to the un.on or veneration of the consti- 
tution. ‘The Union, cemented by the blood of the 
American people, is endeared to our best affections, 
and prized as an invaluable legacy bequeathed to us 

and our posterity by the founders of our empire. 

The people of this state were amongst the first to 
pcopt the constitution. Huving shared largely in its 

lessings, and confidently trustmg that under the 
guardiinship of the people and of the states, it will 
be found competent to the objects of its institution, 
in ali the various vicissitudes of our affairs, thev 
will be the tost to abandon the high hopes it affords 
of the future prosperity and glory of our country. 

These sentiments of attachment to the union, and 
to the constitution, are believed to be common to the 
American peopie, and those who express and disse- 
minute distrusts of their fidelity to both or either, 
we cannot resurd as the most discreet of their friends. 

Unrorninately our country is now involved in that 
awfal conflict which has desolated the fairest portion 
of Europe. Between the belligerents, Great Britain 
is sclecied for our enemy, We are not the apologists 
of the wrongs of foreign’ nations—we enquire not as to 
the comparative demerits of their respective decrees 
and orders.— We will never deliberate on the choice 
ef atoreign master. The aggressions of both na- 
tions ought to have been met at the onset by a svs- 
tein of defensive protection commensurate to our 
means, and adapted to the crisis. Gther counsels 
prevailed, and that system of commercial restric- 
tions, which before had distressed the people of Eu- 
rope, Was exicnded to our country—We became 
Pariics to the continental system of the French em- 
perar, Whatever its pressure may have been else- 
where, on our citizens it has operated with intoleta- 
ble severity : nd hardship. 

Ja the midst of these sufferings, war is declared, 
and that nation of the two is selected as a foe which 
a, gnneble of inflicting the greatest injury. In this 
aclection we view with the deepest solicitude, a ten- 
Acycy ta entangle us in an alliance with a nation 
whieg Ras subverted every republic in Murope, and 
whos cCgyneci.os, Wherever formed, have been fatal 


sete 


Or the operation of her decrees on the American 
commerce, it is not necessary here to remark. The 
repeal of them promulgated in this country since 
the declaration of war, virtually declares that the 
American government was not to be trusted: Insult 
is thus added to injury. 

Should a continuance of this war exclude our sea- 
faring and mercantile citizens from the use of the 
ocean, and our invaluable institutions be sacrificed 
by an alliance with France, the measure of our de- 
gradation and wretchedness would be full. 

War, always calamitous, in this case portentous of 
great evils, enacted against a neiion powerful in her 
armies, and without a rival on the ocean, cennot ke 
viewed by us but with the deepest regret. A notion 
without fleets, without armies, with an impoverished 
treasury, with a frontier by sea and Innd extending 
many hundred miles, feebly defended, waging a war, 
hath not “first counted the cost.” 

By the constitution of the United States, the pow- 
er of declaring war, is vested in congress.—They 
have declared war egainst Great Britain —However 
much this measure is to be regretted, the general 
assembly, ever regardful of their duty to the general 
government, will perform all their obligat.ons result. 
mg from this act. With this view they have at this 
session, provided for the more eifectual orgamizution 
of the military force of the state, and a supply of the 
munitions of war. These will be employed, should 
the public exigencies require it, in defence of this 
state and of our sister states, in conipiiance with the 
constitution ; and it is not to be doubted but that the 
citizens of this state will be found, at the constitu- 
tional call of their country, amo:g the foremost im 
its defence. 

To the United States is delegated the power ta 
call forth the militia to execute the laws, to suppress 
insurrection, and repel invasion. ‘To the states re- 
spectively is reserved the entire control of the mili- 
tia, except in the cases specified. In this view of 
that important provision of the constitution, the 
legislature fully accord with the decision of his ex- 
ceilency the governor, in refusing to comply with 
the requisition of the general government for a por- 
tion of the militia. Whnie it is to be regretted that 
any difference of opinion on that subject should have 
arisen, the conduct of the chief magistrate of this 
state, in maintaining its immunitics and privileges, 
meets our cordialfapprobation. The legislature aiso 
entertain no doubt that the militia of the state will, 
under the direction of the captain-general, be ever 
ready to perform their duty tothe state and nation in 
peace or war. They are aware that in a protracted 
war, the burden upon the militia may become ximost 
insupportable, as a spirit of acquisition and extension 
of territory appears to influence the council#of the 
nation, which may require the employment of the 
whoie regular forces of the United States in foreign 
conquest, and leave our maritime frontier defence- 
less, or to be protected solely by the militia of the 
states. 

At this period of anxiety among all classes of 
citizens, we learn with pleasure, that a prominent 
cause of the war is removed by a late measure of the 
British cabinet. The revocation of the orders in 
council it is hoped will be met by a sincere spirit of 
conciliation on the part of our admynistration, and 
speedily restore to our nation the blessings of a solid 
and honorable peace. 

In the event of the continuance of the war, the 
legislature rely on the people of Connecticut, looking 
to Him who holds the destinies of empires in has 
hand, for aid, to maintain those institutions which 
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inviolate those invaluable privileges which their f: Be 
thers acquired, and which are consecrated by their 
blood. 
Passed in the House of Representatives. 
Attest, CHARLES DENISON, Clerk. 
Concurred in the U pper House. 
Attest, THOMAS DAY, Secretary. 
General Assembly, .2ueust, 1812. 


OF The legislature of Connecticut have voted to 
faise for siate service, 2 regents of infantry, 4 com- 
panies o¢ artillery, and 4 companies of cav. ilry 
to purchase 3000 stand of arms, and eight field 
preces—ond accept of volunteer companies to de- 
fend the harbors. 





British Disclanation, 


By Wwaac Brock, esg. major-ge veral commanding his 
nicjesty’s forces in the province of Upper Canada, a 
Proclamation. 

Wuzerras the territory of Michigan was this day, 
by capitulation, ceded to the arms of his Britannic 
majesty, without any other condition than the pro- 
tection of pr: vate pronerty ; and wishing to give an 
eariy prvof of the moderation and justice of the £0- 
ve rument, Ido hereby announce to all the inhabi-|}' 
tanis of the said territory that the laws heretofore in 
existence shall continue in force until his m: ijesty’s 
pieasur e be kn own, or so long as the peace and safe- 

tv of the said ter ritory will admit, thereofi—And I 

do hereby also declare and make known to the said 

inhebitants that they shall be protected in the full 
exercise and enjoyment of their religion, of which all 
persons, both civil and military, w ill take notice and 
govern themsclves accor: lingly. 

All persons havi ing in their possession, or hsvine 

anv ki owle: lee of any public property, shall f rth. 

w.th deliver in tie same, or give notice thercof to the 
officer commanding, or lieutenant colonel Nichol, 
who are hereby authorised to receive and give pro- 
per receipts for the same. 

OTicers of the militia will be he'd responsible that 
all arm3 in possession of the militia men be immedi- 
ately delivered up; and all individuals whatever, 


The citizens of Albany, receiving anew impulse 
of patriotism by the surrender of general Hiull, have 
commenced a stbscription for raising a regiment of 
volunteers—ami very liberal subscriptions have beea 
made for the comfort and convenience of the brave. 
spirits who may offcr their services. 

Bultimore is about to sent forth a considerable bo 
dy of volunteers to Canada, and the most ample funds 
are provided fiom the liberal purses of our citi- 
zens, to supply them with every necessary to their 
leaving home. About fifteen thousand dollars have 
been subscribed for this purpose, and any reasonable 
sum may be obtained in addition if the service shall 
require it. Several gentlemen subscribed $500 each. 

A part of the 12th reg. U.S. infantry about 300 
strone, under the commend of colonel Parker, pass- 
ed through Williamsport (Md.) on the 31st ult. on 
their way tothe north, and were handsomely teceiv- 
ed and very kindly treated, by the inhabitants of that 
Vv: illage. 

The governor of Kentucky learning the critical si- 
tuntion of general Hull, determined to send a rein- 
forcement of volunteers to general Payne, so as te 

make his whole force 3,400 strong. He also appoint 
a governor Harrison a major general, to have the 

command of the Kentucky troops, by bres ret,* a pro- 
cedure extremely well calculated to give confidence. 
to the army of that state in the field. Richard M. 
Johnson, 2member of congress from Kentucky, pro- 
posed to raise six companies (500 men) of mounted 
infintry, volunteers, to march immediately for De- 
troit—and to trust to the liberality and justice of 
congress for indemnification. <A meeting was to he 
held at Georgetown on the 3lst ult. and from the 
spirit of Kentucky, though the pr opeeitiens was made 
only on the 25th of the same month, we venture ta 
= d that this body of men is in the ficld—perhaps at 

Urbanna, or bevond it. M: jor-general Harrison left 
Lexingion on the 29th ult. to Join the army in Ohie 

—Colone!l Poague’s regiment of 500 mounted rifle- 
men were prep.red to march. 





the troops and the appointment of Harrison, was the 


|last act of good old generzl Scott, as governor of Ken- 


itucky—his venera ble feM®Sw soldier who succeeded, 


wi ho have in their possession arms of any kind, w anh: m, colonel Shelby, on coming into office, made a 


deliver them up without delay. 
hand, at Netroit, this 16th day of August, 1812 


, and 


in the $2d year of his muzjesty’s reign. 
(Ss. PACK 1} ISAAC BROt 1K, Major-General. 


A true copy. 
J. Macponett, Lt. Col 


EE SS vents of the QVar. 


MILITARY, 

We are vet wiihout particulars of Hull’s surrender. 

Governor Harrison and colonel John P. Boyd, he- 
roes of Tippacanoe, have been appointed brigadier-| ; 
generals in the army of the United States. The 
former, it is state dywill have a command of the troops 
assembling at Urbanna, Ohio. The latter is com- 
mander in chief in the states of New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, Rhode-Island and Connecticut. 

Indications ef a movem: ont of the army.—Messrs. C. 
Scidom and Brothers, of Troy, advertise for four 
hundred waggons immediately to take on loading 
(basgage &c. of the army,] from Troy to Whitehall, 

i lake Champlain. 
oy he Jersey regiiment, nearly 800 strong, have struck 


Militia & o D.C. 








embarked for Albany. 
$0 militia from New-York and 500 from New-Jer- 
sey. Allthe works forthe defence of New-York; 
appear to be fully manned. 





‘men have already offered, 
their tents at Fort Richmond or Staten island, and j 


Their place is supplied by| 


Given PR is my ‘fur ther augmentation ef the troops ; so that the whole 


|foree from Kentucky, marched to Ohio and the Indi- 


jana territory, will amount to 6000 men, in aciual ser- 
ivice, 


These things will never be forgotten. 

At the requisition of msjor gen. Pinkney, the go- 
vernor of Georgia has ordered 1000 militia into im- 
mediate service. 

Colonel Coles, with about 390 men from Fredes 
ricksburg, Virgmia, has merched for the northward, 

With much satistiction we learn, although an at- 

tack upon the Indiana territory is expected by the 
allied army of British and savages, that the state of 
the military force is such as to warrant a full belief 
they will fail. On the 18th ult. nine full companies 
were on duty at Vine ennes, and 300 volunteers fiona 
Kentucky immedia‘ciy expected. Tecumseh com- 
mands under his earcel/ency maj. gen. Brock. 

In the late skirmishes jaany English tought with 
the Indians, painted and dressed like the savages 

It is stated that forts Wayne and Dearborne have 
been captured by the allied forces. We expect te 


S|jhear a dreadful tale of murder, 


The town of Alexandria is about sending out a 
company of volunteers—a sufficient number of young 
and $2000 have been 





* When an officer is appointed, ( ad inierim_) “ by 
brevet” he does not receive pay for the office so held. 
This note is added for the msiruction of our’ youth. 


i fod readers: 


The augmentation of” 
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raised, with the prospect of trebling the sum if re- 
quired. The Herald says “ that the disgraceful sur-' 
render of Hull has done more for the success of the 
war than the capture of 10,000 British regulars.” 
We fully subscribe to the truth of this observation. 


The spirit of the people is awaking from the lethargy | 


ef thirty years peace. 
“In peace there’s nothing so becomesa man 
* As modest stillness and humility. 
“ But when the blast of war blows in our eax, 
“ Then imitate the aetion of the tyger, 
* Stiffen the sinews—summon up the blood ; 
* Disguise fair nature with ill-favor’d rage, 
“ And lend the eye a terrible aspect” —— 


Fifteen hundred men are immediately to march from | 


Virginia for the western couniry, to rendesvous at 
Point Pleasant, on the Ohio. At Richmond, ladies 
of the first distinction volunteered their services to 
make knapsacks, tents &c. for the soldiers, and in 
four or five days «ali things were ready. The governor 
concludes his general orders by a nervous and very 
elegant address, which is laid off for record. The 
citizens of Richmond liberally subscribed a ery 
handsome sum to provide all conveniences for the 
troops. 

Four companies of the Republican Greens of the 
city of New-York have volunteered their services to 
the governor and will march for the frontiers in a few 
days. We believe the Greens are all natives of Ire- 
land, or of Irish descent. 

NAVAL. 
Extract.of a letter from commodore ( Lt.) Woolsey to 
his father, general Woolsey—dated, 

“August 2, 1812—The schooner Lerd Nelson, 
about 6U tons, was armed with the thirty-two poun- 
der, and two six pounders, sent by captain Caaun- 
ery. She was put under the command of captain 
Pixon, and sent down to Ogdensburg, to convoy se- 
ven schooners to. Sacke?’s harbor. As she came ts 
the narrows, about 11 miles above Ogdensburg, she 
mide to, and haiied a smack boat of six men. They 
gave no answer, but puiled off—Tvey fired a shot 
ahead, but they did not mind it. The Lord Nelson 
having forty-two men on board, gave them a d.s- 
charge and killed four ; the other two leaped over- 
board and swam ashore-—The Earl Moira, 16 thir- 
ty-iwo pounders, and the Duke of Gloucester, then 
came out to take them, but shameful to Britain did 
not succeed. They fired one broad-siie, but did no 
hinvm—Cxuptain Dixon then played on them with our 
52 and both 6’s beat them off, and even drove them 
under their fort at Elizabeth-town. Captain Dixon 
fired the 32 pounder about 1U0 times at their ves- 
sels, their battery, and the town. He was positive 
he did very grext damage to the brig and schooner. 
He could distinctly hear them screach and sce splin- 
ters fly nearly mast high, almost every shot. My 
brother is going to attack the Moyal George.” 

COMMODORE RODGERS’ SQUADRON. 

Boston, September 1. 

¥esterdav arrived in this harbor, the U. States 
ships President 44, com. Rodgers ; United States 44, 
eapt. Decatur; Congress 56, capt. Smith ; Hornet 
16, capt. Lawience ; and brig Argus 16, capt, Sin- 
clair; the whole of the squadron which sailed from 
New-York on the 2ist of June, under com. Rodgers. 

“Sailed from New-York June 21—The 23d, 6, a. 
m. discovered, and gave chase to an English frigate, 
supposed to be the Beividere. The superiority of 
the President’s sailing, while the breeze continued 
fresh, enabied her to get within run shot between 
4 und 5, ». «. when it had moderated so much as to 
give very faint hopes of getting along side. At this 
time pereeiving she was training her guns to bear up- 
onthe President, the latter commenced a fire at her 
spars and rigging, with the view tocripple an gets 
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breastof her. A fire was kept up about two hours- 
The President gave her two or three broadsides, and 
kept up a well directed fire from the chase guns 
which cut her sails and rigging very much, but did 
not succeed in destroying any of her spars although 
some of them were much wounded. The President 
ali this time was exposed to a running fire from her 
4 stern chasers; and once the British frigate com- 
menced a fire from her main deck, with an intention 
of raking the President with a broadside, but at that. 
moment receiving one trom the President, continued 
her course under a press of sail, and used oniy her 
stern guns. All sail was crowded in pursuit, but in 
vain. The chase was now throwing overboard every 
thing that could be spared, to increase her sailing, 
and escaped by lightness of the wmd. Four of her 
boats were seen flouting by the President, complete- 
ly knocked to pieces, together with a great number 
of casks, spars, &c. and it was supposed most of 
the guns were also thro «a overboard. 

The President received 2 considerable number of 
shot in her sails and rigging, but was not materially 
wjured. The chase was continued till about mid- 
mght, when it was relinquished as hopeless, and the 
President hove too for the squadron to come up.— 
Early in the chase, one of the President’s chase guns, 
on the gun deck, burst, and injured the upper deck 
so much, as to prevent the use of the chase guns on 
that side for a considerable time. The President 
had three killed, and nineteen wounded, niost of the 
latter slightly; of the wounded, 16 were by the 
bursting of wu gun, It was by the same gun com. 
Rodgers had his leg fractured, but has recovered. 

The squadron af.erwards pursued the Jamaica 
fleet, but owing to uncommonly foggy weather miss- 
ed them, although at times very near.” 

The squadron has been off the English channel, 
then along the coast of France, Spain and Portugal, 
within 30 miles of the rock of Lisbon—then made 
Madeira Island—then off Coro «nd Floros—then back 
to the Banks—and by Nova Scotia to Boston. 

Many of the seamen of the squadron are sick of 
the scurvy. Several have died. About 120 English 
prisoners are on Loard. 

We understand the seamen stated to have been im- 
pressed from a Portuguese brig entered voluntarily. 

PRESIDENT AND BELVIDERA. 
COPIES OF LETTERS FROM CAPT, HULL TO THE SECRETARY 
OF THE NAVY. 
United States’ frigate Constitution, August 28, 1812. 


, 
1a 


Sin,—The enclosed account of the sffair between 
the President, commodore Rodgers, and the British 
frigate Belvidera, fell into my hands by accident! 
It clearly proves that she only escaped the comme- 
dore by superior sailing, after having lightened ker, 
and the President being very deep. 

As much has been said on this subject ; and cémmo- 
dore Rodgers has not arrived, to give you his stite- 
ment of the affair, if it meet your apprebation J should 
be pleased to have this account published. to prevent 
people from making up their minds hastily, as ! find 
them willing to do. 

tam confident could the commodere have got 
alongside the Belvidera, she would have been his, in 
less than one hour. 

Ihave the honor to be, with great respect, su’, 
your obedient servant, 


ISAAC HULL. 
The honorable Paul Hamilton, &e. 


An account of the proceeding's of his majesty’s ship 
Belvidera, Richard Byron, Esq: capiain, 23d day 
of June, 1812. 

A. M. 4, 40, Nantucket Shoal, bearing S. W. saw 
several sail, made sail towards thems at 6, 30, they 
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fore S. W.S. made them out to be three frigates, one 
sloop, and one brig of war, standing to the S. E. un- 
der a press of sail.. Observed them to make signals, 
and haul up in chase of us, hauling down their 
steering sails, in a confused and irregular manner. 
Tacked slip, and made the private signal which was 
not answered, made all sail possible. N. E. by E. at 
% moderate and fine weather, the headmost ship of 
the chase S. S. W. 1-5 W. appafently gaining ground 
on us at times, and leaving her consorts. At 
11, 30, hoisted our colors, and pendant, the: chase 
hoisted American colors, two of them hoisted com- 
moedores broad pendants, at noon the commodore and 
the second headmost ship of the chase 8S. W. 3-4 W. 
about 2 and 5-40f a mile, Nantucket Shoal N. 400. 
£.48 miles, moderate and fine weather, cleared ship 
for action, commodore of chase gaining, the other 
ships dropping, observed the chase pointing her guns 
at us, at3 30, the commodore fired three shots, one 
of which struck tlie rudder coat, and came into the 
after gun-room, the other two came into the upper, 
cr cuptain’s cabin, one of which struck the muzzle 
cf the larboard chase gun, the other went through 
the beam under the skylight, killed William Gould 
(seaman); wounded, John Hill, (armourer) mortal- 
ly; Joseph Lee, (sea.) severely; George Marlon, 
(ships corporal) badly ; lieutenant Bruce and James 
Kelly, and James Larmont, (sea.) slightly. At 345, 
cominenced firing with our stern guns, shot away her 
larboard lower steering sail, keeping our ship a stea- 
dy course N. E. by E. at 4 the chace bove up and fired 
Ler larboard broadside, which cut our rigging, and 
sails much, the long bolts, breeching hooks, and 
kreechings of the guns and cannonades frequently 
breaking (byone of which captain Byron was severely 
wounded in the left thigh) all of which was instant- 
ly replaced. Kept up a constant fire, which was re- 
turned by our opponcut with bow chase guns, and ai 
times by her broadsides, which by her superiority o. 
sailing, she was enabled to do till 6 45, when we cut 
away our -rare sheet, and shall bower anchors, barge, 
yawlan« jolly boats, and started 14 tons of water; 
we then gained on him, when he bore up and fired 
three broadsides ; partof which fell short of us, at 
7 opponent ceased firing, and the second frigate 
commenced but finding her shot fall short, ceased 
again. Emploved fishing our cross-jack yard, and 
main topmast (both badly wounded) knotting and 
splicing our rigging, which was much cut and dama- 
ged. -At 11 altered our coure to E. by S. 1-48. and 
lost sight of our opposents.* 





* The following is the ./merican account of the same 
action, as communicated to the editor of the Bos- 
ton Centinel, by an officer of the squadron. 

Ev. Ree. 
The running fight between the President and Bel- 
widera, is thus stated.—The latter was descried on 
the 23d, June, when the squadron gave chase. The 

President, by superiority of sailing got within gun 

shot of the Belvidera, between 4 and 5 o’clock, P. 

M. when finding the breeze which had enabled the 

President to overhaul the chase was moderating, and 

that the chase was preparing to fire on the President, 

the latter commenced firing for the purpose of crip-| 
pling the spurs of the Belvidera, in order to come 
up with her. The fire was kept up two hours; the 

President yawing, and firing two or three broadsides 

to effect her object, and keeping up a constant fire 

of the chase guns, which though it cut the sails and 
rigging, did not stop the way of the elvidera, which, 
as the wind became light, was accelerated by her 





crowding all sail, starting her water, cutting away 
her anchors, and by staving and throwing over her} 
boats. The chase continued uot near midnight ; 


United States’ frigate Constitution, off Boston Lights 
August 28, 1812. 


Srr—I have the honor to inform you, that after: 


leaving Boston Light on the 2d inst. the date of my 
last letter to you, I stood to the eastward along the 
coast, in hopes to fall in with one of the enemy’s 
irigates, which was reported to be cruizing in that 
direction, the day before I left Boston. I passed near 
the coast, as far down as the bay of Fundy, but saw 
nothing. Ithen run off Halifax and cape Sables, 
und remained near there for three or four days with- 


out seeing any thing, which made me determine to 


change my situation to the eastward towards New- 
foundland. Laccordingly bore up, and run to the 
eastward under all sail, passing near the Isle of Sa- 
bles, and hauling in to take a station off the Gulph 
of St. Lawrence, near cape Race, to intercept the 
ships of the enemy bound either to or from Quebec, 
or lialifax, to be in a situation to re-capture such of 
our vessels as they might be sending in. 

On the 10th inst. being off cape Race, I fell in with 
a light merchant brig, bound to Halifax from New- 
foundland ; and as she was not worth sending in, I 
took the crew on board and set her on fire. On the 
11th, I felliin with the British brig Adeona, from 
Nova-Scotia, bound to England, loaded with timber. 
[ took the crew out of her and set her on fire, and 
made sail to take a station nearer cape Race, where 
we continued cruising until the morning of the 15th, 
at day-light ; when five sail were in sight ahead of us, 
apparently a small convoy. I gave chase under a 
press of sail, and soon found that we gained on them 
very fast, and discovered that one of them was a 
ship of war; at sun-rise they tacked, and stood on 
the same tack withus. By this time we could plain- 
ly discover that the ship of war had a brig in tow— 
At 6,coming up very fast with the ship, and couid 
see that she had cast off the brig that she had in 
tow, and had set her on fire, and had ordered a 
second brig to stand before the wind to seperate 
them. The ship of war making sail to windward, I 
gave chace toa ship which appeared to be under her 
convoy ; but when we came up with her, she prov- 
ed to be a British ship, prize to the Dolphin priva- 
teer, of Salem. She had been spoken by the ship of 
war, but we came up with them before they had time 
to put men on board and take charge of her. Whilst 
our boats were boarding this vessel, the ship of war 
had got nearly hull down from us ; and understand- 
ing from one of the prisoners that she was a very fast 
sailer, I found it would not be possi!:le to come up 
with her before night, or perhaps not then ; I there- 
fore gave chase to the brig that run before the wind, 
determined to destroy all his convey, we soon found 
we came fast up with the brig, and that they were 
making every exertion to get off by throwing over- 
board all the lumber, water casks, &c. 





during which the Congress frigate came so near the 
Belvidera as to fire three or four shot at her. The 
Hornet, as reported, had no share in the firing. Early 
in the chase a very serious accident occurred cn 
board the President: one of the forward guns, in 
being fired burst, tore up the deck, killed several 
seamen, and wounded 11 or 12 others—among whom 
was commodore Roneérnrs, who had stepped forward 
to direct the firing of the chase guns, and who was 
blown up, and in the fall had the bone of his leg 
fractured. He has since recovered. This accident 
also prevented the cliase guns being used for some 
time. The loss of the President we have not accu- 
rately ascertained. We understand 4 were killed by 
the bursting of the gun, and 3 by the shot of tie 
Beividera; and 19 were wounded, mosily siightly, 
and by the bursting of the gun. : 
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At? P. M. we brought to the chase, and tound her, our guns, double-shotted with round and frape, and 


— oe. + ee rn 


to be ithe American brig Adeiine,ivom Liverpool,load-! 
ed with dry goods,&c.took the prize-master and crew | 
out and put midshipman Madison and a crew on! 
board, with orders to get in the nearest port she! 
could make. From the prize master of this vessel | 
I learnt that the brig burnt by the sloop of war be-! 
longed to New-York, and was loaded with hemp, | 
duck, &c. last from Jutland, having gone in there in! 
distress. 

Having chased so far to the eastward as to make'it 
impossible to come up with the sloop of war, I deter-| 
mained to change my cruising ground, as I found by; 
some of the prisoners that came from this vessel,| 
that the squadron that chased us off N ev Wark, were! 
on the wesiern edge of the Grand Bank, not far dis-! 
tant from me. Taccordingly stood to the southward, | 
imtending to pass near Bermuda, and cruise off our! 
southern coast Saw nothing till the night of 
the 18th, at half past 9, p.m. discovered a sail ve- 
ry near us, it bemg dark; made sail and gave chase, 
and could see that she was a brig. At il brougit! 
her too, and sent a boat on board, found hr to be the 
American privateer Decatur, belonging to Satem, 
with a crew of one hundred and eight men and 14 
gins, twelve of which she had thrown overboard 
whilst we were in chase ofher. The captain came 
en board, and informed me that he saw the day before 
a ship of war standing to the southward, and that she 
eord not be far from us; at 12 ». Mw. made sail to 
the southward, intending, if possibie to fall in with 
her. Tne privateer stood in for Cape Race, intend- 
mg to crise there, and take ships by boarding, as he 
hed lost all his guns but iwo. The above is a memo- 
randum of what took place on bourd the Constitu- 
tion, under my command, from the time we left Bos- 
ton Up to the 18th inst. which [hope wiil mect vour 
approbation. 

“ME have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Sir, your obedient servant, ' 
ISAAC UWULL. 





‘She Hon. Parti Haxitrros, 
Secretary of ihe Navy, Washington City. 


DESTRUCTION OF THE GUERRIERE. 


United States’ frigate Constitution, 

off Boston Light, August 30, 1812. 

SIRn—I have the honor to inform you thet on the 
19th :nst. at 2 P. M. being in Jat. 41, 41, and long. 55,! 
48, with the Constitution under my command, a sail! 
ws discovered from the mast-head, bearing &. by S. 
ey B.S. &. but at such a disiance we couid not tell 
whatshe was. AlLsail was instanily made in chase, 
and soon found we came up with her. At 3 P.M. 
could plainly see that she was a ship on the starboard 
tack under easy sail, close on a wind—at half past 3 
P,M. made her out to be a trigate—continued the 
ehase until we were within about 3 miles, when I or- 
dered the light sails taken in, the courses hauied up 
and the ship cleared for action. At this time the 
chase had bucked her maintop sail, waiting for us to 
cowie down. As soonas the Constitution was ready 
for action, I bore down with an intention to bring 
him to close action immediately; but on our coming’ 
within gun shot, she g:ve us a broad side, and filied 
away, and wore, giving us a broadside on the other 
tack, but without effect, her shot falling short. She 
eontinued wearing and maneeuvring for about three 
quarters of an hour, to get a raking position—but 
findiig she could not, she bore up and run under her 
topsaiis and gib, with the wind on the quarter. Iim- 
mediately made sail to bring the ship up with her, 
and 5 minutes before 6 P. M.,being alongside within 
half pisiol shot, we commenced a heavy fire from all 

















so well directed were they, and so warmiy kept up, 
that im 16 minutes his mizen-mast went by the board 
and his main-yard in the slings, and the hull, rigging 
and sails very much torn ‘o pieces. The fire was 
kept up with cqual warmth for 15 minutes longer, 
wien his mummast and foremast went, taking with 
them every spar, excepting the bowsprit ; on seeing 
this we ceased firing, so that in thirty minutes after 
we got fairly alongside the enemy, she surrendered, 
acd had not « spar standing, and her hull below and 
and above water so shattered, that a few more broad- 
sides must have earvied ier down 


After informing that so fine a ship as the Guerriete, 
commande by an able and experienced officer, had 
been totally dismasted and otherwise cut to pieces, 
so as tomnuke her not worth tewing mto port, in the 
short space of 30 minufes, yeu can herve no doubt of 
te gallantry and good conduct of the officers and 
ship’s company I have the henor to command. It 
only remains, therefore, for me to assure you, that 
they all fought with great bravery; and it gives me 
ereat pleasure to say, thet trom the smile st boy in 
the ship, to the oldest seeman, not 2 look of fear was 
scen. They ail went into action, giving three cheers, 
and requesting to be laid close alongside the enemy. 

Enclosed Ihave the honor to send you a list of 
killed and wounded on board the Constitution, anda 
report of the damages she sustained—also a list of 
killed and wounded on board the enemy, with his 
quarter bill, &c. 

I have the honor to be, 
With very grezt respect, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 
ISAAC HULL. 
The Hon. Paci Hamirrex, &c. &e. 


Return of killed and wounded on board the Uniied 
States’ frigate Constitution, Tsaac Hull, esq. cap- 
tain, in the action with H. 40. S. Guerriere, J. R. 
Dacres, esq. captain, on the 20th day of ug. 1812. 

KILLED. 

William S. Bush, Ist lieutenznt of marines ; Jacob 
Sayo, seaman; Robert Brice, do. ; John Brown, do. ; 
James Read, do.; Caleb Smith, do.; James Ash- 
tord, do. 

WOUNDED. 

Charles Morris, 1st lieutenant, dangerously ; John 
©. Aylwin, master, slightly ; Richard Dunn, seaman, 
dangerously ; George Reynolds, ordinary seaman, 
dangerously ; Daniel Lewis, do. dangerously ; Owen 


lire . . . . s 
Taylor, do. do.; Francis Mullen, marine, slightly. 


RECAPITULATION, 
Killed —One lieutenant of marines, and six sea- 
men—Total killed, 7. 
iVound:d—Two officers, four seamen and one m4- 
rinc—Total wounded, 7. 


List of the killed and wounded on board the Guerriere. 
WOUNDED. 

Jas. R. Dacres, captain ; Bartholomew Kent, heu- 
tenant; Robert Scott, master; Samucl Grant, mas- 
ter’s mate ; James Enslie, midshipman ; John Little, 
seaman; James Miller, ordinary seaman ; Henry 
Verderie, do.; Hugh M‘Kinley, do.; James Morris, 
seaman; ‘T. Harrington, armorer ; Wm. Mee, armor- 
er’s mate ; Peter Stempstead, ordinary seaman; Pe- 
ter Peterson, do. ; Ralph Williams, do.; Henry Holt, 
do, ; Wm. Somers, do. ; Wm. Millington, do. ; Pat. 
Murphy, qr. gun; J. Cromwell, qr. master ; Mat, 
Reardon, ordinary seamen ; John Campbell, do.; John 
Southgate, do.; Henry Dent, do. ; Stephen Kelly, 
boy; John OfHare, ordinary seaman ; Philip Dwyer, 
do.; J. Smith, 3d. seaman; K. M‘Donald, do.; Alex. 
Ferguson, ordinary seaman; George Meathers, sea- 
man ; James Crooker, do. ; David Lewis, ordmary 
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seaman; John Hibbs, do.; Joseph Lushwood, de.; 
Robert Tavlor, do.; George Recc, seamen; William 
Jones, ordinary seaman; D. M‘Mechen, carpenter’s 
erew ; Wm. Cooper, seaman; Lawrence Norman, 
do.; G. Emmerson, sail-meker ; J. Jameson, seaman ; 
Wm. Hall, do. ; John Bruntlot, do.; J. Shoier, boat- 
wai’s mate; R. Baily, Ist do.; J. Copelerd, sea- 
wen; Ssmuel Miller, do.; Roger Spry, marine ; 
John Fake, do. ;_Meilchis Archer, do.; John Goss, 
do. ; Edward Daking, do-; Wm. Cooper, do. ; Samu- 
el Long, do. ; Thomas Chambers, do.; Joseph Foun- 
tain, do.; Wm. Ryan, do.; Thomas Couther, do. ; 
John Robson, do.; Wm. Jones, do. 
KILLED. 

H. Ready, 2d lieutenant; J. Smith, 2d. gunner’s 

ate; G. Griffiths, qr. gunner; J. Tuck, ordinary 
seaman; Wm. Baker, do.; Alex. Cow:e, seaman; 
Richard Chusman, landsman; Wm. White, seaman ; 
Henry Brown, ordinary seaman; Robert Rodgers, 
seaman; John Peterson, do.; Wm. Brown, 2d. do. ; 
J. A. Fox, sergeant of marines; J. Woodcock, ma- 
rine; T. Pratt, do. 

MISSING. 

James Johnson, Moses Vingen, Benj. Hinworth, 
James Greenwood, Wm. Cole, James Johnson, 3d. 
Corporal Webb, marine; John Griswell, J. M‘Gill, 
James Batterwitch, Wm. Raysdon, Wm. Hummock, 
Robert Mittwoft, A. Joaquin, juhn Jacobs, lieutenant 
Jas. Pullman, Mr. Garton, John Newman, Robert 
Winn. James Guy, Robert Scoit, lieutenant Roberts, 
Joun Fiavitt, John Hosey. 





Commodore Rodgers wishing to put to sea from 
Boston on the 4th inst. in quest of a British frigate, 
stated to be on the coast, requested of captain “ii! 
the loan of sixty men. ull communicated the re- 
gucst io his crew, and all, with one voice, voluntecer- 
ed their service. But the wind prevented him from 
leaving the port as desired, though the men request- 
ed, with their buggage, were on their way to the 
President m twenty minutes. 

When captain Hull landed from the Constitution, 
he was received with every demonstration of affec- 
tion and respect. The Washington Artillery posted on 
the wharf again welcomed him with a federal salute, 
which was returned from the Constitution. An im- 
mense assemblage of citizens made the welkin ring 
with loud and unanimous huzzas, which were repeat- 
ed on his arrival in State street, and at the coffee 
house. The street was beautifully decorated with 
Ainerican flags. 

Vorfolk, September 3.—The schooner Hornet, a 
privateer fitted out of Baltimore, was run ashore 10 
niilcs to the S. of Cape Henry, by a British man of 
war and bilged. 

Government has issued orders for the release of 
all British prisoners, when there is opportunity of 
eonveying them to a British place, and any officer 
to give a receipt for them. 

An active exchange of prisoners between Boston 
and Halifax exists—we rejoice at the prompt return 
ef our countrymen. 

A spicndid enicrtainment has been given by the 
itizens of Boston, of all parties, to capt. Hull and 
his oficers, to which com. Hodzers and the officers 
of his squadron Were invited. The citizens of New 
Fork have raised a sum of money for the purpose of 
purchasing swords to be presented to capt. Hull and 
the brave officers of his ship. The people of Phtla- 
delphia are raising funds to purchase two superb 
pieces of plate to be presented to capt, Hull and his 
first lieutenant the galiant Morris. In Baltimore, on 
Monday lasi,the flags of all’vessels in the hs- vor were 
displayed, in honor of Hul/’s victory over the Guer- 
Tere, waswittc Was abso bred. he Consti/niion was 


received at Boston with a federal salute, and three 
times three cheers from an immense crowd of the 
people. 

The frigate Constellation has underwent a thorough 
repair at Washington, and will soon be atsea. The 
Chesapeake is also in a staie of great forwardness te 
wipe off the stains of the murderous Leopard. 

It is stated that a respectable naval force, under 
charge of a captain, acting as commodore, will be 
immediately established on the lakes; and that car- 
penters and workmen: for the purpose have already 
set out. 

A New-York paper states there are nineteen priva- 
teers belonging to that port, eleven of which are 
at sea. Among those lately fitted out, we observe 
the following—-schrs. “ Orders in Council ;” United 
we Stand ;?” “ Divided we Fall; “ Spitfire ;” aud 
Berlin and Milan Decrees.” 

The privateer Bunker Hill is said to be captured, 
by the British. Like the memorable place after which 
this vessel was named, she has cost the enemy more 
than the possession is worth. The Do!phin of Salem 
ig also said to be taken, after having done her full 
duty. The brave fellows will soon return “ to fight 
ayrain ;” we have plenty of Englishmen to exchange 
for them. 

The needful repairs to the Constitution fri 
will be immediately made, and commodore Rodger? 
squadron is probably ready for sea. Assisted by Hull 
and his valiant crew, he will be glad to meet the Bri- 
tish squadron, consisting of a 64 gun ship and three 
frigates, scena few davs ago off Nantacket. 

The Rossie, of Baltimore, went into New-Port, 
(R.£) onthe 30th ult—during the cruise, commo- 
dore Barney has captured fifteen vessels in all, 9 of 
which he burnt or sunk. The Rossie was only 43 
duys at sea—the vessels captured carried 2914 tons, 
had on board 166 men, and are estimated to have cost 
$ 1,280,000. 

The Lewis, of New-London, 4 guns and 45 men, 
has been sent into Halifax; but previous to her cap- 
ture she fell in with and seized a most valuable Eng- 
lish ship of 8 guns, richly laden, for Quebec, which, 
if she arrives safe, will pay the privateers-men very 
abundantly for their losses. 

Hrroism—Among the many interesting incidents 
in the late action between the Constitution and the 
Guerviere, the following will contribute to shew the 
high spirit of our gallmi tars. In the heat of the 
action, one of the crew of the Constitution, perceiv- 
ing that the flag at the fore-top-mas‘-head had been 
shot away, went up and lashed it in such a manner as 
to make it imposzible for shot to take it away wiih- 
out taking the mast with it. We understand that the 
secretary of the navy intends taking suitable notice 
-of this brilliant act. Nat. Iniel. 





Extract from the Log-book of the privateer schooner 
Shadow, of Philadelphia. 

On the 3d of August, at hali-past meridian, discos 
vered a sail, called ail hands to quarters and made 
all necessary sail in chase. Athalf-past 5 p.m. came 
up with the chase and perceived she was a British 
man of war, in the square sail and stay-sail, and haul- 
ed by the wind ; at the same time she tacked fer us, 
commencing a brisk fire. At 8 P.M. lost sight of 
her. 

On the 4th August, at half-past meridian, sawa 
sail to the eastward standing westward, made all ne; 
cessary sail in chase. At half-past 5 p.m. carried 
away the square-saii boom—cut the wreck adrift, 
rigged out the lower steering sail boom, and set the 
square-sail—again coming up with the chased. At 
6 e. M. being Within gun-shot, she commenced a fir- 








ing from her stern guus. At7 P.M came Qp with, 
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her, and commenced an action—at half-past 7, the 
ship hoisted a light in her mizzen rigging, which 


‘Was answered bya light from us, at the same time 


hailed her. She hailed from Liverpool; when cap- 
tain Taylor ordered him to send his boat on board 
board with his papers, which he in part complied 
with, by sending his boat with an officer and two 
men, whom we detained, and issued orders to man 
the boat with our crew, board the ship and demand 
her papers ; which erders were delivered by Mr. 
Thomas Yorke, who received for answer, that such 
orders would not be complied with, at the same time 
handing him a note addressed to captain Taylor, pur- 
porting that his ship was a British letter of marque, 
called the May, from Liverpool, bound to St. Lucia, 
commanded by captain Affleck, mounting 14 guns 
and 50 men, he also stated that the orders in council 
had been rescinded, and a change of ministry taken 
place in England ; which note was handed captain 
Taylor—when the boat was again sent on board, with 
a note from captain Taylor, demanding his papers— 
which were refused. At haif-past 8 o’clock, a brisk 


fire commenced on both sides ; during which time, 


William Craft, sail-maker, was wounded. At 10 Pp. 
m. dropped a-stern, with an intention of lying by all 
night within gun-shot ; at intervals kept up a brisk 
fire ; weather squtally and dark. 

At day-light, ranged up under her stern and com- 
menced a severe action, when we received a shot in 
our starboard bow, which shattered the wooden ends, 
started the plank shear and broke several timbers— 
at hali-past 7 a. ™. another in our larboard bow, 
struck the larboard after gun carriage, killed Daniel 


ty Gambles, 658 tons burthen, mounting 10 carrj. 


age guns, with powder, shot, muskets and pistols, 
navigated by 25 persons. She was from Hull, in 
ballast, seven weeks out, bound to Prince Edwaid’s 
Island. On boarding her we found two men killed, 
the captein, his two mates, boatswain, cook and 
two seamen dangerously wounded ; and that we had 
shot away nearly all her standing and running rig. 
ging, stove her boats, damaged her masts, spars and 
sails, and pierced her hull and bulwarks with innu- 
merable shot, both great and small. Her mainsail re- 
ceived 158 shot of different kinds, her main-top-sail 
and all other sails were so completely cut to pieces 
as to be unservicable. Even her colors were pene. 
trated with six musket shot. 

We regret to state that two of our own seamen, 
viz—Aaron Mason, boatswain’s first mate, and John 
Chace, quaritcr-master, were badly wounded in the 
neck and thigh, though not dangerously. ‘The pri- 
soners were taken on board the Yankee, and the 
wounded dressed by our surgeon. 

The above action lasted upwards of an hour and 
most part of that time we were within pistol shot of” 
the enemy. 








American Prizes. 


(CONTINUED FROM OUR LAST, PAGE 12.) 

137. Ship Grenada, 11 guns, 30 men, seven hua 
dred tons burthen, laden with 700 hhds. of sugar, 
with large quantities of cotton and coffee, from Point 
Petre Guadaioupe, for London, sent into Charleston, 





by the Young Eagle of New-York. 


Colemn, James Mahafty, William Sharp, John N orth, | "138. Schooner Shadock, also armed, from Antigua 
George Cantler, Shepherd Bulsford, and wounded ‘for Liverpool, laden with molasses, in company with 
Timothy Cale, Francis Martin, William Pomroy.— the Grenada, sent into ditto by ditto. The Eagle 
At half-past 8 a.m. our commander received a ball carries but one gun and 42 men. She engaged the 
in his left temple, which instantly terminated his Grenada and Shadock at ihe same time, and in an 
existence, to the inexpressible regret of all hands.—!hour and a half captured them both. The captain 
About the same time ashot struck under the lar-!of the Shadock was killed and two of his men wound- 
board fore chains between wind. and water, which/ed; three men were wounded on board the ship—no 


‘caused the vessel to make much water, having found 


three feet water in the hold upon sounding. 
(cPThe Shadow has arrived at Philadelphia, been 
refitted and is again at sea. 
Extract from the journal of the privateer brig Yankee. 
Augttst 1, 1812—At meridian continued in chase of 


‘a large English armed ship, distant about four mites 


upon the lee bow. At1, pr. ™. we prepared for action, 
and run down upon ber weather quarter, upon which 
the ship filled away and also prepared for action. We 
immediately fired our first division, the ship return- 


‘ed a broadside, and the action became general. The 


officers and marines poured into the enemy a full vol- 
ley of the musquetry, and the three divisons at the 
same time gare her a broadside. We then bore way, 
rim athwart his bows, gave him another broadside, 
which raked him fore and aft, and discharged all the 
small ‘arms—During this time, however, the enemy 


‘kept up a well directed fire, shot away some of our 


rigging and wounded two of our seamen. But we 
soon destroyed the ship’s running rigging and sails, 
killed the helmsman, and kept up so warm a fire of 


‘round, langrage, cannister and grape shot, musket 


balls, buck-shot and pistol bullets, that the enemy’s 
ship became unmanageable and she came right down 
bows upon us. ’ 
a full discharge of all our arms, both great and 
small, and prepared to board her with boarding 
pikes, muskets, cutlasses and pistols, when the ene- 
my hauled Gown his colors. 


and we gave the enemy three cheers. Sent lieuten- 


ant Sweet, with an armed boat’s crew on board and} 
took possession of her. She proved to be the Eng-: 


lish letter of marque ship Royal Bounty, capt. Hen- 


We instantly sheered off, gave her} 


person hurt belonging to the privateer. 

159. Barque Diana, with a valuable cargo of rum, 
sugar, &c. worth 100,000 § sent into Savannah, by 
the High Flyer of Baltimore. 

140. Brig Roe-buck, with a full cargo of rum, 
from Grenada for Jersey, sent into Norfolk, by the 
‘Rosamond of New-York. The Roe-buck is a very 
yaluable vessel, formerly belonging to the United 
States, but peaceably captured under the orders in 
council. 

141. Ship GUERRIERE, capt. Dacres, of 49 guns 
and 302 men, captured by the United States’ frigate 
Constitution after a very short action, im which the 
Englishman was so termbiy mauled, having also lost 
his three masts, as to make it impossible to get hii 
into port. The Yankees burnt hin. See official ac- 
count. 

142. Brig Lady Warren, from St. Johns, taken by 
the trigate Constitution and burnt. 

143. Brig Abona, from Nova Scotia for New Castle, 
Eng. taken by ditto and ditto. 

144. Barque Harriet of Liverpool, from Marae 
machi, taken by ditto. 

145. Brig Duchess of Portland, from New Castle 
for Pictou, taken by the squadron under commodore, 
Rodgers and burnt. 

146. Brig Traveller, from Quebec for New Castle, 
laden with spars, taken by ditto and ditto. 

147. Brig — from Boco Core, with 10,0008 








The firing then ceased,!in specie, &c. the cash taken out and vessel ordered 


for the i 


rst port, captured by ditto. 
148. rig Menry, trom Gibraltar, sent into Newe 
port, R.1. by the Yankee of Bristol. ; 
149. Ship Hopewell, 14 guns, 25 men, from,Sur 
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riam for London, burthen upwards of 400 tons, laden 
with 710 hhds of sugar, 54 do. molasses, 111 bales 
cotton, 260° bags and casks coffee and cocoa, cap- 
tured by the Comet of Baitimore, and sent into that 
port after an obstinate engagement, in which one 
man was killed and 6 wounded on board the ship— 
two of the privateer’s men were wounded. (cp The 
Hopewell sailed from Surinam in co. with five other 
ships from which she parted but two davs before—the 
Comet went in search of them, every sail set. The 
Jiopewell is worth 150,000%. Her late captain bears 
the most honorable testimony of the bravery of the 
crew of the Comet. 

150. Brig Hazard, from New Castle for Newfound- 
land, in ballast, burthen 258 tons, carrying 6 twelve 
potinders, an excellent vessel, first captured by the 
Polphin of Salem—re-captured by the olus frigate, 
and sent into Boston by the U. States ship Wasp. 

151. Schooner Forebe and Phoebe, sent into Ports- 
mouth, N. H. by the Squando of that port. 

152. Brig Thetis, by the Yankee of Bristol, burnt.* 

153. Brg Alfred, by ditto and ditto. 

154. Brig Antelope, by the Dolphin of Salem, sent 
into do. 

155. Ship Kitty, by the Rossie of Baltimore, sent 
into un eastern port. 

156. Schooner Spunk, by the Fair Trader of Sa- 
lem, sent into ditto. 

157. Schooner Providence, by the Wiley Reynard 
ef New-York. 

158. Ship Guayana, carrying 8 guns, burthen 30U 
tons, from Liverpool for New York, with salt, crates, 
&c. sent into Salem by the Dromo of Boston, This 
is an English ship and British property. 

159. Barque Duke of Szvoy, 8 guns, sent 
mto Salem by the Decatur of Newburyport. The 
Decatur having thrown over her guns when chased 
by the Constitution, re-armed herself from the prize. 

160. Ship ———, with 600 hhds. sugar, sent into 
Philadelphia, by the Atlas of that port. 

161- Ship Evergreen, sent into Salem, by the Dol- 
phin of that port. 

162. Brig New Liverpool, 4 guns, from Minorca 
for Quebec, with a full cargo of wine, sent into New 
York, by the Yankee of Bristol, RL 

163. Ship Mary-Ann, from Jamaica for London, a 
very valuable vessel, carrying 12 guns and 18 men, 
deeply laden with sugar, &c, sent into Charieston by 
tre High Fiver of Baitimore. 

7 We have just learnt that an officer of the U. 
Stuics’ frigate Essex, passed through this city on 
his way to Washington, whoimforms—that that fri- 
gate has arrived at New Castle, Del. froma cruise, 
after having capiured a number of vessels, among 
which is a British sloop of war of 20 guns. We 
‘ have no doubt of the truth of the above, though we 
are not aequainted with the particulars. The sloop 
of war, we learn, is the Alert, said to have had se- 
veral vessels under convoy, on board of which were 
SJJ troops—all were taken, and the Alert sent to 
Newfoundland as a cartel with prisoners. 
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The Constitution and Guerriere. 
The capture of this Anglishman, all things consi- 
dered, is one of the most splendid atchievements in 
maritime history. It is an event eminently calculat- 





*'The Zhetis, and the five vessels that follow, are 


among the omissions in the gencrai list—for the cor- 
rection, we are indebted toa friend, who, by care- 
fuily examining the prizes recorded,will observe that 
‘the other vessels named by hin are already inserted. 
We are sensible that the list is yet very imperfect— 


ed to astonish all Europe, terror-stricken, by the 
power of the British navy, and but little acquainted 
with the true character of the American seamen : yet 
it ig such an event as we ever anticipated, if the dp- 
riunity was afforded fof matching any of our ves~ 
sels with the dest of her class in “his majesty’s” 
fleets. The Guerriere has long been the pride of 
Englishmen in this quarter of the world: She was 
one of the best found and best manned ships of the 
enemy ; strong built and exceedingly powerful. Hee. 
captain wanted much to have a brush with commo- 
dore Redgers, because he resisted and punished the 
impudence of the Little Belt; and he was at length 
gratified in his ardent desire of “ catching a yankee”* 
—He told his crew, exultingly, that he would allow 
them but half an hour to take the American frigate 5. 
that he should be quite offended with them if they 
did not do her business in that time. Mirabile dictuf 
what a reverse ?—In twenty minutes he received an 
invitation which, bold as he was, he dared net refuse, 
to go and see “ the natives of Boston!’ Unfortunate 
man !—the three flags he had set up td shew his de- 
termination, with the masts from which they flew, 
went over the side, while Hull’s roun “ gridirons”t 
floated im the air triumphant. 

It is ungenerous to exult over a fallen foe, for Da- 
cres fought bravely ; but of all the vessels belonging 
to the “mistress of the sea,” and all the men in “ his 
majesty’s service,” this is the very vessel and very 
man we desired to have hold on; as well because she 
was thought one of the most valuable ships in the na- 
vy, as on account of the many depredations commit- 
ted by her commander on the persons and property 
of our country, setting aside his terrible threatenin 
as to What he woulddo. Thanks to the valiant Hiii, 
and his inestimable officers and crew, the much de- 
spised yankee courage has proved itself a good match 
for the far famed -skill, experience and gallantry of 
Britain, united ; for the Constitution, six or seven 
weeks since, was receiving her men in the Chesapeake 
bay; a very small portion of whom, indeed, had 
ever been in an engagement. 

The Guerriere is the only frigate the British have 
lost for more than 30 years, when contending with aa 
equal or inferior force. She was captured from the 
French, in 1806, by the Blanche+ of -38 guns, and 





* CAPTAIN DACRES’ CHALLENGE. 


Fash, arrived at this port on Friday evening. She 
was boarded by the Guerriere frigate 2 or 3 days pre- 
vious to her meeting tle Constitution, and capt. Da- 
cres wrote the following chalienge on the register of 
the John Adams : 

* Capt. Dacres, commander of his Britannic ma- 
jesty’s frigate Guerriere, of 44 guns, presents his 
compliments to commodore Rodgers, of the United 
States frigate President, and will be very happy te 
meet him, or any other American frigate of equal 
force to the President, off Sandy Hook, tor the pur- 
pose of having a few minutes éete-a-iete. 

+ The fiag of the United States—so called in ridi- 
ale by British seamen. It may also be recollected 
that our favorite yankee doodle originated in the ene+ 
my’s burlesque. 
% WROM CAPTAIN LAVIB, TO LORD KEITH. 
* Blanche, Yarmouth, July 26th, 1806. 

“wy torp.—I have the honor to acquaint you of 
my return to Yarmouth to day, having in company 
the Guerriere frigate, commanded by monsieur Hvu- 
Bent, of the legion of honor, whom I captured on 
the 19th inst. in long. 62, off the Faro fslands, after 
a sharp contest of 45 minutes. 

“ Le Guerriere is of the largest class of frigates 





but hereafter expect it te be telerably Gerrect. 
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New-York, Sept.7.—The brig John Adams, capt. 


moynting fifty guns, with a complement ef 317 men, 
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would have made a charming addition to our little 
mavy, had she not been so horribly battered by the/s 
Constitution, as to render it impossible to bring her 
into port; whose fire was more destructive than any 
ether we have heard of. 
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Commodore Rodgers. 


This gallant officer has been pe saliaati, unfortu- 
nate. Insearch of glory he crossed the Atlantic ocean 
and scoured the coasts of France, Spain and Portu- 

al, without meeting with any thing to gratity his ar- 
fant thirst for fame. Yet by the cruise he has “done 
the state some service.” He has compelled all the 
British vessels on our coast to keep much together, 
and so greatly facilitated the entry of our vessels, 
now chiefly safe at home. When the news of his 
vovage re: iches England, every spare squadron will 
be sent ont ona “ wild goose chase” after him; and 
thus much time wiil be gained for our yet absent 
merchantmen; while he, in the interim, will make 
a dash atthe British men of war on our coast, and, 
perhaps, clear it. We only wish him to meet them 
gun for gun, and main for man. 

On the whole, whether commodore Rodgers acted 
under express orders from the navy depzrtment, or of 
his own motion,(and the latter is generally stipposed), 
he has the honor of having designed a most noble 
enterprize, as well as of really effecting a great good 
to his countiy. No doubt his brave spirit, with the 
gallant spirits of the officers and crews of the squad- 
ron, are exceeding mortified that no splendid atchieve- 
ment has bee: accomplished—but let them be satis-| 
fied, for the present, with having deserved it, and 
trust to future accident for certain glory. 





United States’ Revenue. 





We think it highly probable, from the great influx! : 
ef British goods, and the brilliant success of our! 
privateers, that the revenue of the United States i in| 
the present year, to be derived from duties on impost| 
and tonnage, w i amount to at least TWENTY MIL- 
LIONS OF NOLLARS, instead of five millions, as esti-|| 

mated by the secretary of the treasury—for the Bri- 

ish goods, be their fate what it may, must pay the 
duties upon them. To recruit the tr sasury, to aid) 
the war, and mike their own fortunes, the Baltimore 
cruisers are doing their fil! share ; and will, if their 
good luck continues, be the means of contributing a 
miliion to the public purse. Besides, we are fitting 
out several other vessels to help them in the good 
work ; and inall parts of the United States, we ob- 
serve an increased and constantly increasing desire, | 
to raise the revenue, by bringing in as many enemy 
ships as is possible. 


~~ oe 


The Chronicle. 


We have three builetins of the French grand army. 
The first is dated at Gumbinnon, in Prussian Lithua- 
nia, June 20—the second at Wilkowiski, on the 22nd, 
and the third at Kowna, June 26. They detail no! 
event of importance. 

The crown prince of Sweden is said to have 60,000 
troops under arms, with a reserve of 25,000 men.— 
The British papers intimate that he contemplates 
a descent upon Denmark in concert with Russia.—j)} 
But this an old story. 














but they were very soon sadly reduced by our des- 
structive fire, and the ship has also suffered very se- 
verely, while the damages of the Blanche were con- 
fined to the topmasts, rigging and sails.—[ Here is}: 





@ list of killed, wounded, “ce. The Blanche had only 
4 wounded. } “THOMAS LAVIE,” 
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The Russians are retreating to the Dwina~de. 

stroying every thing before them that can be useful 

totheenemy. The French entered W*hia on the Ist 
of July, and found it in a desol ate state. Ft Zs said 
they are suffering extremely for want of provisions 
and that large euant tities of their treops particula 4 
the Prussians, were deserting. A Londen paper of 
the 2Sth July, says that Ucnaparte Was returning 
trom Russia tor the want of supplies. 

Lonvox, Jury 26.—Governnicnt have deemed it: 
expedient to m:ke an alteration in the licenses grant- 
ed to Americans. American ships were allowed to 
export only goods of British manufieture ; ; they ave 
now at liberty to export such articles as by law muy 
be exported... The ticenses wili, besides, prote et the 
return of the said articies to Great Brits’ i, should 
ihe government of the United States refure them 
admussion into the ports of America. 

The last accounts from lord Weljington, in Spain, 
place him at Fuerte la Vena, 50 miles from Salaman- 
ci, on the read to Valladolid. His advanced guard 
had frequent skirmishes with the rear of Marmont’s 
army, Which was in full retreat. 

Lord Castlereagh was in parliament on the 27th 
July. The report of the duci is therefore unfounded. 
Perhaps he was not born to be shot. 

The “ Beacon” a London paper of July 26, says, 
as America commenced hostile measures before she 
heard of the revocation of the orders in council, we 
are yet confident amity will be restored.” 

July 23. Ministers informed the merchants that 
‘hough they had not official information of the Ame- 
wican war from Mr. Foster, they believed it had com- 
menced.—The merchants then requested stronger 
convoys for Canada. 

The Courier recommended an embargo on Ameri- 
can vessels; and says America has ceclsred war 
and let her have it. We hope a squadron will 
be sent to scour the American coast and squad- 
jrons to sweep her vessels from every sea ;” 
|{ As to our vessels, thank heaven, the greater part 
are snug at home, except those we wish at sea—and 
Mr. Courier shall find that the British squadrons will 
have enough to do to protect their own conmerce 
from the enterprize of 100,000 abler sexmen ia 
their navy boasts of. The chief part of the com- 
merce of the United States, during the war, will be 
brought here in #ritish bottoms; and lords prion 
pool and Shefgeld ovght to be much obliged to us for 
the exchisive privileve we intend to allow the shipping 
of Great Britain to furnish us with goods ! } 

Kentucky election. Messrs. Clay, M‘Kee, Johnson, 
Desha, Clark, Montgomery, Duval], Sharp, Hop- 
kins and Si unpson, all republicans, have been elected 

representatives in the 13th congress of the United 
States, We have already noiiced ihe election of 
brave old col. Shelby as governo, by a large majority . 

The French army on thc boiders of Russia, is said 
to consist of 640,0U0 men. 
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GP In consequence of the doubts expressed by 
some of the agents of the Register, as to the period 
of payment, it is proper to say—that of the original 


jsubscriber s, (that is, those who have received the 


work from No. 1,) residing in places where there is 
an agent, we do not expect payment for the present 
year until Merch next; this, however, does not fore- 
close the good wishes of any who may desire to pay 
in cdvance, Whose favers will be very grateTuily re- 
ceived; and mary, it is believed, are so far disposed 
to cncoursge the work. 

Those w ho have not vet paid for the first year may 
satisfy the deficit by now forwarding the two years 
toge ther, as several have done. 

New sudsersbers must pay m advance. 








